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National Student Nurses’ Association




COSP Connection

E-Newsletter For State Presidents

October  2010

Please Forward to the Newly Elected State President

Crossing the Bridge—Connecting You to Your Nursing Career

Duke Energy Center, Cincinnati, Ohio

28th Annual MidYear Career Planning Conference

November 4-7, 2010

Please share this important message with students and faculty in your state & school

Online Registration Deadline Monday, October 18
Hotel Reservation Extended Deadline Monday, October 27
Greetings from the Council of State Presidents (COSP) Planning Committee Chair

Greetings state presidents!   With the 2010 MidYear Conference only a few weeks away, I wanted to encourage you to attend and bring your questions and ideas.  Also, those of you with conventions at this time, I wish you and your boards the best with your conventions and elections.  Please pass on your enthusiasm for attending COSP to your new president – along with information on how much fun the White Elephant Gift Exchange will be!

I invite you to join our COSP Corner chats on Leadership U which will be held in December, January and March.   Be watching your email in early December for the announcement of the chat for that month.  Our most recent chats were held on July 26 & September 18, 2010.  There has been great sharing of ideas and challenges on the chats.  
The MidYear COSP will be held Thursday, November 4 & Friday, November 5, 2010 starting with morning refreshments at 8:30 a.m. on both days. Highlights include: 

· Morning Refreshments both days sponsored by: Oncology Nursing Society (ONS).

· NSNA Board & Committee Updates

·  Election Areas Circles - Sharing of Accomplishments: Complete the form and bring copies to share.

· Leadership Luncheon sponsored by American Organization of Nurse Executives.

·  Topics of interest: bylaws, resolutions and membership recruitment.

·  White Elephant Gift Exchange: Check out the rules! 

· How to Run an Effective Association: 
· What State Presidents need to Know about the Treasurer Position.
· How to run an orderly meeting – parliamentary procedure.
· COSP Planning Committee Election for Salt Lake City 2011.
I encourage you to think about running for COSP Planning Committee positions. North, east and west positions will be open. If you decide to run, come prepared to explain to the rest of the state presidents what you will bring to the committee as a member.  For a further description, please refer to the COSP Policies & Procedures. 

For more information on the MidYear Conference, please have a look at the brochure or email me with any questions at exofficioCOSP@nsna.org.  Take care, study hard, and I hope to see you soon in Cincinnati!

Regards,

Bobby Schnittker

Chair, COSP Planning Committee
Message From NSNA President
Hello Council of State Presidents!

This academic semester is flying by fast.  I continue to wish everyone the warmest well wishes as we all face the challenge of nursing school and NSNA leadership.  What an exciting time of year this is!  There are so many states having their annual conventions that I can feel the energy and NSNA passion in the air.  

I am looking forward to seeing all new and returning COSP members at the next NSNA MidYear Conference to be held in Cincinnati next month.  The NSNA Board of Directors has truly planned a wonderful conference for all to enjoy.  I must admit I am really looking forward to the wonderful FNSNA Fundraiser: Rockin’ Disco! that the NSNA Board of Directors has planned to raise funds for scholarships.  It is sure to be an evening of laughter & dancing.

I am very eager to talk to all state presidents and NSNA members!  Please do not hesitate to contact me at any time by sending me an email at president@nsna.org.  Again, I am here to serve you and will do anything I can to make sure that I am assessable to all members.  

 

Best Wishes, 
Carylin M. Holsey
President

Important information for the Secretary/Treasurer Laura Lunsford
Are you and your board of directors preparing your incorporation documents and the association’s 501 (c) (6) determination letter, tax filings and any other vital documents for submission at annual convention? Please utilize the educational tools now available on our website. Please e-mail Secretary-Treasurer@nsna.org with questions! 

Minutes: A reminder that states are required to submit all state board meetings and annual meetings for the calendar year. Please inform your secretaries about the Tips for SNA Secretaries when minutes are submitted. 
State Rosters: All state associations are required to provide NSNA with a current roster of the state board of directors as per NSNA policy. Please submit your new board of director’s roster, especially with many state conventions occurring this time of year. Failure to do so can delay state dues reimbursements. 

Leadership University: Does your treasurer want to perfect their financial skills? The Leadership University Treasurer’s Certification Course on Tuesday, November 4, 2010 at the MidYear Conference. This workshop is designed to give the nuts and bolts of the treasurer’s role & responsibilities!
Presidents & Finances: Presidents are welcome to attend the Treasurer Workshop on Friday November 5, 2010 from 3:00-4:15 PM to learn the role of treasurer. Many presidents have expressed a desire to better understand the finances of the association. I hope you see some of you there! 
From BTN Director Reneka Turner
Hello NSNA State Presidents!

I am very excited about the 28th Annual MidYear Career Planning Conference coming up on November 4-7 in Cincinnati, OH this year.  I hope to meet and speak with each of you to hear the exciting activities you have planned in your state.
The BTN Committee has a wonderful seminar planned for November 10, 2010 from 4:30-5:30pm.  Special presenter, Dr. Cheryl Taylor, NLN-Appointed Consultant to NSNA, will offer helpful tips on how to find a mentor. We will also incorporate a time where we are able to share and report on BTN projects and goals across the country.  Session participants will find the BTN Seminar very informative and inspirational.

Also, please remember to check out the BTN webpage on nsna.org.  We have exciting tools included in Breakthrough Institute that can assist your BTN directors in their programming needs.
If your state or school has any exciting BTN programs they would like to share, please have them contact me at btndirector@nsna.org.   I would love to highlight their projects in the COSP Connection newsletter.
NSNA Membership Recruitment: Surf Your Chapter to Success
Hello State Presidents!  I hope each of you are enjoying a successful semester, and preparing yourselves for an exciting trip to Cincinnati.  I look forward to meeting all of you throughout the NSNA MidYear Conference. I will be more than happy to discuss membership recruitment in your states and strategies to help improve your recruitment campaign.  I will be hosting a Membership Recruitment Workshop and I look forward to sharing membership information with schools and states from around the country.   

If you are in need of successful membership recruitment ideas and tools, visit the website recruitment page. As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns you may have.  

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Newcomb

Chair, NSNA Membership Committee

DirectorS@nsna.org 

From Kelsey Scanlon, Chair Bylaws and Policies Committee

Hello again State Presidents, I hope your chapters all got a chance to do their September "Bylaws Check" and that things are tuned up and ready for a great year! If you haven't yet, don’t worry, there's still time! Have your Vice President, or other board member assigned to Chair your Bylaws Committee check out the NSNA Leadership University opportunities available as your Board reviews your Bylaws  and updates or creates your state’s Policies and Procedures Manual.  This is great information to share with your state’s Council of School Presidents too. So, please pass it on!
Early November will likely involve travel to Ohio for many of you (all of you we hope!). So as you prepare for the 2010 MidYear Career Planning Conference and COSP meeting in Cincinnati, MidYear provides a perfect time to look over your existing Travel Policies or to create them for your state. These policies can help prevent sticky situations and ensure that your state board is maintaining sound financial documentation. I invite you to bring a print copy of your state's Travel Policies and Expense Reimbursement forms with you to MidYear to share with me in COSP and then discuss at the Bylaws & Policies Committee Roundtable on Saturday, November 6 from 5:45-6:45 p.m. 

Please contact me at vicepresident@nsna.org when you have questions or need assistance.

Safe traveling and I'll see you in Cincinnati!
Click here for the Bylaws & Policies Committee 2010 Fall Memo.  

From Kelsie Guehler, Chair Community Health/Disaster Preparedness Committee 

I hope your fall semester is off to a great start! Thank you for your positive comments about the new Community Health/Disaster Preparedness webpage (click here).  On the new webpage you can access links to more information on each of the committee’s two areas: Community Health (click here); and Disaster Preparedness (click here).  Danielle Miller, Director; Kindra Scanlon, Imprint Editor; and I have been working hard to get started on this year’s committee theme, “Education is Empowerment: Prevention and Preparedness”  

2010-2011 Committee Goals Update

Educate your state on the proposed Healthy People 2020 objectives and promote the HALT program. 

Set your goals for a healthier 2011! Join the new NSNA 59 Days HALT Challenge (January 6, 2011 – April 6, 2011). The Community Health/Disaster Preparedness Committee invites you and all NSNA members to join in!  Application packets and a complete Tool Kit for the NSNA 59 Days HALT Challenge will be available on the NSNA website under Community Health on Friday, November 12, 2010. The HALT Challenge will also be discussed during the COSP Meeting and at the Community Health/Disaster Preparedness Committee Roundtable on Saturday, November 6, 5:45 – 6:45 pm during the 2010 MidYear Career Planning Conference, November 4-7 in Cincinnati, OH. See you there!
Become NIMS Certified: Increase your state’s member awareness and participation

We want all of your members to become NIMS certified!  This year the committee will focus on five NIMS certification courses – IS-22, IS-100. HC, IS-200. a, IS-700. a, and IS-230. a. These courses help prepare you for various emergency situations in your home, in school, in hospitals, and in your community.  descriptions of each of these five NIMS courses AND access to the content and certificate exam for each are linked to the number of each course above! And even better, the certification courses are free! Take advantage of this amazing, resume building opportunity and be ready!  Earning completion certificates in three or more of these five NIMS courses will qualify you to proudly wear a NIMS Certified ribbon at the 2010 midyear conference in cincinnati, november 4-7. NSNA members should present a copy of their three earned NIMS Certificates to receive their own NIMS Certified ribbon at the Member Services Counter located at the NSNA MidYear registration desk—Pass it On!

· New for the 2011 NSNA Disaster Preparedness Award: NIMS Certification in three or more of the NIMS courses (listed above) will provide your state association or school chapter with bonus points on the Disaster Preparedness Award that will be present at the 59th nsna  annual convention in salt lake city, april  7-11, 2011!   IMPORTANT: Copies of the earned NIMS Certificates must be submitted with the Award Application to receive the bonus points. 
From Jeffrey Goodhart, NEC Chair and NEC South

The Nominating and Elections Committee seeks NSNA National Leaders!

Become a Nursing Hero: Join the Leadership League with NSNA!

Encourage leaders in school chapters and your state association to make plans now to attend the 28th Annual MidYear Career Planning Conference in Cincinnati, OH from November 4—7, 2010. The NEC will be presenting an interactive Running for National Office Workshop at MidYear on Friday, November 5 from 4:30 pm – 5:30 pm, to be repeated on Saturday, November 6 from 3:15 pm – 4:15 pm. The NEC workshop is designed to inform members about the NSNA election process. The NEC will explain the application and pre-slate selection process, campaign regulations, and the election process. Following the Saturday, November 5 NEC MidYear workshop, members of the 2010-2011 NEC will facilitate an informal Roundtable Discussion session from 5:45 pm – 6:45 pm to answer questions about roles, qualifications, and application requirements for positions on the 2011-2012 NSNA Board of Directors and NEC. 

See You in Cincinnati!

NEC North: Laurie Holmes, NECnorth@nsna.org 

NEC South and Chair: Jeffrey Goodhart, NECsouth@nsna.org 

NEC East: Colleen Brophy, NECeast@nsna.org  

NEC West: Evan McCord, NEC west@nsna.org 

From Clover McLennon, Resolutions Committee Chair
Steps for Writing a Resolution for the 59th Annual NSNA 2011 Convention, in Salt Lake City, Utah
Hello State Presidents! Please share the following resources with your Board members and the school chapters in your state as they prepare to submit resolutions for consideration by the 2011 House of Delegates in Salt Lake City. 

These resources are also available from the NSNA website on the new Resolutions web page: 

1. Guidelines for Planning Resolutions for the 2011 House of Delegates 
· includes complete information on the Resolutions Process and Steps for Writing a Resolution 
2.   NSNA Resolutions Policies and Procedures
Deadline for submission of 2011 Resolutions: 

Complete resolution packets must be Received at NSNA Headquarters, 45 Main Street, Suite 606, Brooklyn, NY 11201 before 5:00 pm ET on February 23, 2011. State constituents with conventions after this date must submit resolutions within two weeks from the last day of their convention, and must notify NSNA of their intent to submit before the February 23 deadline. School constituents and other state constituents must meet the deadline. 
I look forward to meeting you in the COSP meeting in Cincinnati and working together over the coming year.  

Travel safely! 
From Kindra Scanlon, Imprint Editor and Chair, Image of Nursing Committee

· Send us a copy of your school or state newsletter. PDFs can also be emailed. By getting your newsletters in on time your association is automatically entered into a drawing for the newsletter contest. 

· Send your articles into Imprint magazine! Do you have any mentors at the state level that have helped students? We would love to hear about excellent mentors in your state. How is your state association working to foster and increase compassion for others? Tell us about what your students have learned by working on volunteer projects in your state and how these projects have helped. In addition, what are your students saying about their career path in this economy? Please see the various deadlines in Imprint magazine Get Published for these important topics and more. 

· Keep our Happenings reporter in the loop! Please send small items about recent activities to our new Happenings reporter, Rose Keith, by emailing nsna@nsna.org attn: Happenings.  If you are pressed for time, just send her a quick note about a recent activity (or one coming up) and she will follow up with you for all the details. 

· Wondering where to begin in order to design your newsletter? Unsure of how to get your website started or maintain it?  Come to the Newsletter Workshop at the MidYear Conference in Cincinnati on Thursday, November 4.  I can serve as a resource if you have any website or newsletter design and editing questions. Please do not hesitate to contact me at Imprint Editor. 

Administrative Updates
How to Invite an NSNA Board Member to Visit Your State: Did you know that you can invite an NSNA board member to attend your state convention? NSNA allocates a portion of its budget toward sending board members to state conventions. Requests for field visits are reviewed by the NSNA Executive Committee and should be submitted at least 30 days prior to your meeting. Decisions are based on the availability of a board member, cost, location, and any other considerations mentioned in your request. Please keep in mind that NSNA may not be able to accommodate your request for a specific board member. Also, NSNA board members are expected to attend their own state conventions. States with a national board member should take advantage of the opportunity to invite this official representative from NSNA to bring greetings at the convention. Use this form to request an NSNA representative to attend your state convention.
Getting the Pieces to Fit Available Online: The 2010-2011 edition of Getting the Pieces to Fit is now available online as downloadable PDFs.  “Pieces” can also be viewed on the new interactive webzine platform (similar to the new online imprint platform). Hard copies are available.
Guidelines for planning available online: Consultants & Advisors – webpage | guidelines; Fundraising – guidelines; Image of Nursing – webpage | guidelines; Secretaries Handbook – handbook; Resolutions – webpage | guidelines; Membership – webpage | guidelines; Bylaws & Policies – webpage | guidelines; Community Health – webpage | guidelines; Disaster Preparedness – webpage | guidelines; Legislation / Education – webpage | guidelines
State Association Resources: An area for state association information has been developed on the NSNA website. Let me know what other information you would like to see posted.
 COSP Communication Schedule: As state presidents, you can expect to hear from the NSNA Board of Directors on a regular basis. Through the COSP Connection, broadcast emails, telephone calls, live chats and discussion forums on the LeadershipU website, the Board hopes to keep the channels of communication open between state presidents and the NSNA Board.  If you do not receive these broadcasts or calls from your NSNA Board contact, please contact Susan Wong at the NSNA office nsna@nsna.org, Attn: Susan.
Share Your Activities Year Round! For those of who attend the COSP, you experienced the importance of state presidents sharing their activities and their concerns.  Please submit ongoing activities and concerns that you experience at your state.  These items can be emailed to Susan Wong, nsna@nsna.org, Attn: Susan.  The deadline for submissions to the next COSP Connection is January 30, 2011.






