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COSP Connection

E-Newsletter For State Presidents

October  2011
Please Forward to the Newly Elected State President

Roll Your Way to a Rockin’ Nursing Career!
Memphis Cook Convention Center, Memphis, TN
29th Annual MidYear Career Planning Conference
October 27-30, 2011
Please share this important message with students and faculty in your state & school

Online Registration Deadline Monday, October 10
Hotel special NSNA rate is still available—Includes complimentary in-room internet!

Greetings from the Council of State Presidents (COSP) Planning Committee Chair

Greetings State Presidents!   

We have only weeks until the 2011 MidYear Conference and I am excited! We have a new format for discussing topics with Round Robin Topic Circles and I encourage you to attend with questions, suggestions and ideas.  The focus circle topics include Social Media, Conflict Resolution, BTN, Membership Recruitment, Bylaws, and Sharing of Accomplishments across Election Regions.

For those of you with conventions going on at this time of year, I hope that you are successful with them and able to come and gather information that will make them more successful next year.   

I invite you to join COSP Facebook page and be a part of the discussions happening there.  We are trying to locate all state presidents, so if you have not requested to be added please do so ASAP.  This is a great vehicle for dissemination information to all presidents and venting ideas.   We want everyone to be a part of the discussion so please join us.  

The MidYear COSP will be held Thursday, October 27 & Friday, October 28, 2011 starting with morning refreshments at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday and 8 a.m. on Friday. Highlights include: 

· Morning Refreshments sponsored by: ATI Nursing Education and Chamberlain College of Nursing
· Where in the World Icebreaker

· NSNA Board & Committee Updates

· Round Robin Topic Circles: Social Media, Conflict Resolution, BTN, Membership Recruitment, Bylaws, and Sharing of Accomplishments across Election Regions

· Election Region Sharing of Accomplishments: Complete the form and bring copies to share.

· Leadership Luncheon sponsored by American Organization of Nurse Executives. Guest speaker Laura Caramanica, PhD, RN, CENP, FACHE, President AONE, Washington, DC; Vice President and CNO at Kennestone Hospital, Marietta, Georgia.
·  White Elephant Gift Exchange: Check out the rules! 

· How to Run an Effective Association: 

· What State Presidents Need to Know about the Treasurer Position.

· Mock House of Delegates Debate.

· COSP Planning Committee Election for Pittsburg, Pa.

Please take the time to consider running for a position on the COSP Planning Committee. The positions that are available are North, South and West.  Please prepare a short one minute speech to elucidate to the convening body what you offer as assets to the committee.  Also, review the descriptions and policies of the committee by clicking the link to COSP Policies & Procedures. 

If you need more information on the Mid-Year Conference, please read through the brochure or email me with any questions at exofficioCOSP@nsna.org.  I look forward to seeing each and every one of you in Memphis; maybe we can hit the town for some southern style BBQ!

See you in Memphis,

Regina Leonard

Chair, COSP Planning Committee
Message From NSNA President
Hello Council of State Presidents!

 

This academic semester is flying by fast.  I continue to wish everyone the warmest well wishes as we all face the challenge of nursing school and NSNA leadership.  What an exciting time of year this is!  There are so many states having their annual conventions that I can feel the energy and NSNA passion in the air. 

 

I am looking forward to seeing all new and returning COSP members at the next NSNA MidYear Conference to be held in Memphis later this month.  The NSNA Board of Directors has truly planned a wonderful conference for all to enjoy.  I must admit I am really looking forward to the wonderful FNSNA Fundraiser with an Elvis Tribute Concert that the NSNA Board of Directors has planned to raise funds for scholarships.  It is sure to be an evening of fun.

 

I am very eager to talk to all state presidents and NSNA members!  Please do not hesitate to contact me at any time by sending me an email at president@nsna.org.  You can also find me on Facebook at www.facebook.com/JosephRTwitchell or twitter @JosephTwitchell.  Again, I am here to serve you and will do anything I can to make sure that I am assessable to all members. 

 

Best Wishes,

Joe Twichell
President

Important information for the Secretary/Treasurer Megan Seston
Hello, state presidents! I hope you have all had a productive start to the new school year, and I look forward to seeing many of you at MidYear Conference! Just a few reminders…

State meeting minutes: Please be sure to submit signed minutes from your state meetings to NSNA to ensure your state’s constituency status for Annual Convention. NSNA must receive minutes from each board meeting and minutes from one annual membership meeting (such as takes place at a state convention). For more information on submission of minutes, please see the policy itself on the NSNA website.
Tax information: As you prepare taxes for your state organizations, please mail any documentation that would be helpful to future boards, such as 501(c)3 or 501(c)6 determination letters, to NSNA for safekeeping. Also, please refer to the materials on the Secretary-Treasurer webpage for assistance, or feel free to email me with any questions.

Leadership U Treasurers Certificate Program: Please encourage your treasurers to attend this wonderful program on Thursday, October 27th at the MidYear Career Planning Conference! We will discuss the necessary tools and skills for treasurers to become proficient in their roles. Upon completion of an open-book exam, participants will receive a certificate.

Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Workshops: Please encourage your officers to attend the workshop specific to their role, or feel free to attend yourself! The Treasurer’s Workshop will take place from 3:00-4:15 and the Secretary’s Workshop from 4:30-5:30, both on Friday, October 28th.

Robert V. Piemonte Financial Excellence Award: I know that it seems early to think about awards at Annual Convention, but please begin assembling the paperwork and other necessary items to apply for this award! We are hoping to receive more qualified applications for this award. Please look over the award criteria in the newly revised Awards and Honors booklet, and feel free to email me with any questions or clarifications at Secretary-Treasurer@nsna.org. 

From BTN Director Colin D. Tomblin
Hello NSNA State Presidents!

I am very excited about the 29th Annual MidYear Career Planning Conference coming up on October 27-30 in in Memphis this year.  I hope to meet and speak with each of you to hear the exciting activities you have planned in your state.
The BTN Committee has a wonderful seminar planned for October 28, 2011 from 4:30-5:30 pm.  Special presenter, Dr. Ken Dion, FNSNA President, will speak about recruitment and retention of men in nursing. We will also incorporate a time where we are able to share and report on BTN projects and goals across the country.  Session participants will find the BTN Seminar very informative and inspirational.

Also, please remember to check out the BTN webpage on nsna.org.  We have exciting tools included in Breakthrough Institute that can assist your BTN directors in their programming needs.
If your state or school has any exciting BTN programs they would like to share, please have them contact me at btndirector@nsna.org.   I would love to highlight their projects in the COSP Connection newsletter.
NSNA Membership Recruitment: Help NSNA Reach 60,000 Members
Hello State Presidents! I can’t believe that October is already here.  I hope your classes and clinical are going well and that you are ready for an exciting year!  The Membership Committee is working towards the goal of reaching 60,000 members for our Diamond anniversary!  

The Membership Committee strongly encourages you to invite your fellow students to join online. It's easier than ever now that we have a “join now” button on our homepage. 

At MidYear we will be having a membership recruitment workshop.  Here schools can discuss techniques that have worked well for them, and we can help each other work towards our recruitment goal.  Please come and join in on the discussion!    

The committee would also like to remind you that the NSNA Project InTouch Recruitment competition is a great way to recruit members.  This year the Membership Committee would like to increase awareness and participation in this recruitment program.  More information and details can be found on the NSNA website under Membership.  We also have a private facebook page for PIT recruiters where they can network.  Be sure to tell your PIT recruiters to search for the group on facebook.  

We would also like to encourage you to continue recruiting pre-nursing students.  As a reminder, pre-nursing students can join as associate members of NSNA, and they have full membership benefits except the ability to hold the office of president or vice-president at the state or national level.  Please encourage the pre-nursing students in your state to join!  

I look forward to seeing you at MidYear, and please don’t hesitate to contact me if I can be of any assistance to you.  

Margaret Ngai

Membership Committee Chair

vicepresident@nsna.org 

From Margaret Ngai, Chair Bylaws and Policies Committee

Hi State Presidents!  

The Bylaws and Policies Committee and the Image of Nursing Committee have been working hard on social networking recommendations.  We will have recommendations for you to look at, as well as some sample policies for state and school chapters, as an additional resource for boards that may feel they could benefit from this optional policy.  We will be having a roundtable discussion at MidYear, and are really looking forward to hearing your thoughts!  

The committee invites you to help members of your state association and school chapters to become more knowledgeable of your policies and procedures, as well as those of NSNA.  There are several excellent tools available on the NSNA bylaws and policies website that can help with this process including the NSNA bylaws, NSNA code of ethics, and “Getting the Pieces to Fit” We’ve also recently added some resources for students who want to learn more about bylaws and policies or parliamentary procedure, and we have developed a PowerPoint presentation with basic information about the difference between law, policy, shared governance, and parliamentary procedure.  Please visit often to see how it is being improved and expanded.  It is the goal of this committee to continue to make this webpage more user friendly so that the resources of NSNA are easily accessible to all members! 

I greatly look forward to seeing you at MidYear!  Please don’t hesitate to contact me if I can be of assistance to you.  And I look forward to seeing you very soon!  

Margaret Ngai

Bylaws and Policies Committee Chair

vicepresident@nsna.org 

From Rhys Haydon, Chair Community Health/Disaster Preparedness Committee 

State President!  

It is looking like this is shaping up to be an exciting year!  Already MidYear Conference is upon us and I look forward to seeing you all in Memphis.  This year’s Community Health/Disaster Preparedness Committee motto is “Community Health and Disaster Preparedness: Preparing Today for Tomorrow.” 

As state presidents you make such a difference in the way that nursing students are exposed to the resources that NSNA offers!  Please take time to visit the CHDP webpage where you will find links to the fall and summer memos as well as the goals for this year. 
This is a great time to get your state excited and begin working on their submission for the community health and disaster preparedness awards.  The webpage also has links to a document that you can print out and give to schools at your conventions.  This is a great way to get schools involved and they have a chance for national recognition during the NSNA Annual Convention in Pittsburgh.
This year has been incredible in that we have seen so much expansion in the use of social media.  Encourage your members to visit the CHDP Facebook page where they will find interesting information related to this committee.  This is also a great place for them to post comments and questions that can be answered by nursing students from all over the country.  
Please contact me at directorn@nsna.org if you have any questions regarding CHDP. The resources that I have available can help get the ball rolling on your projects!  Again I want to say that you are all doing great and we are off to a good start!  
From Jaclyn Coleman, Chair Legislation and Education Committee 

Hello State Presidents! MidYear is right around the corner and we are all excited to see you! I hope your Get Out the Vote Campaigns went well! I would encourage you to still persuade your constituents to join campus coalitions, become informed about local candidates, be involved in research opportunities and begin working on an NSNA resolution. 
I recently attended the Idaho State Student Nurses Convention. It was fabulous. It was combined with the Idaho Nurses Association, Idaho Public Health Association (IPHA) and Idaho Rural Health Association (IRHA) which was a wonderful addition. I hope you will all keep us apprised of your conventions, exciting activities and yearly goals. 
As I read more about the IOM report I get more and more excited about nursing. I feel this pin from the ANA really sums up the report: 
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As a state president you are already stepping up to the nursing responsibility and I commend you.  As nurses we are leaders! I would challenge you to help your fellow students seize the marvelous opportunities nursing affords. As our Leg/Ed theme states – we are striving to succeed and not just survive! I am anxious to hear from you and help you in any way that I can (Elected Officials » Director Coleman). See you in Memphis! 

From Chelsea E. Nye, Chair Global Initiatives in Nursing Committee
Greetings from Tennessee!  I am looking forward to welcoming you to my home state for our MidYear Career Planning Conference in Memphis that is coming up quickly!  I hope you have all made plans to attend!

As Chair of the Global Initiatives in Nursing Committee I am super excited about hearing from students, local chapters, and state associations on their projects and trips related to global issues in nursing.  If you have a story to share about your experience in global nursing we want to hear about it!  Check out our Global Webpage for details on how to submit your topics to be featured on our website.

We would like to remind you that for the second year NSNA will be offering a Global Initiatives in Nursing Award to highlight the efforts of state association and school chapters as they bring about awareness of issues.  Start thinking about and planning these projects now, as your possibilities are endless!

Also, keep on the lookout for our Global committee column in Imprint. 
Keep up the good work, inspiring others through your leadership, experience, and passion.  I look forward to seeing you all at MidYear!

From Regine Faucher, NEC Chair
Be a Leader: Impact the Future of the Evolving Nurse
Encourage leaders in school chapters and your state association to make plans to attend the 29th Annual MidYear Career Planning Conference in Memphis, TN from October 27-30, 2011. The NEC will be presenting an interactive Running for National Office Workshop at MidYear on Friday, October 28 from 4:30 pm – 5:30 pm, to be repeated on Saturday, October 29 from 4:30 pm – 5:30 pm. The NEC workshop is designed to inform members about the NSNA election process. The NEC will explain the application and pre-slate selection process, campaign regulations, and the election process. 
Following the Saturday, October29, NEC MidYear workshop, members of the 2011-2012 NEC will facilitate an informal Roundtable Discussion session from 5:45 pm – 6:45 pm to answer questions about roles, qualifications, and application requirements for positions on the 2012-2013 NSNA Board of Directors and NEC. 

See You in Memphis!

NEC North: Jennifer Duff, NECnorth@nsna.org 

NEC South: Meagan Muellenschlader, NECsouth@nsna.org 

NEC East and Chair: Regine Faucher, NECeast@nsna.org  

NEC West: Julie Cunningham, NEC west@nsna.org 

From Kirsten Williams, Resolutions Committee Chair
Steps for Writing a Resolution for the 60th Annual NSNA 2012 Convention, in Pittsburgh, PA
Hello State Presidents! Please share the following resources with your Board members and the school chapters in your state as they prepare to submit resolutions for consideration by the 2012 House of Delegates. 

These resources are also available from the NSNA website on the Resolutions web page: 

1. Guidelines for Planning Resolutions for the 2012 House of Delegates , includes complete information on the Resolutions Process and Steps for Writing a Resolution 
2.   NSNA Resolutions Policies and Procedures
Deadline for submission of 2012 Resolutions: 

Complete resolution packets must be received at NSNA Headquarters, 45 Main Street, Suite 606, Brooklyn, NY 11201 before 5:00 pm ET on February 15, 2012. State constituents with conventions after this date must submit resolutions within two weeks from the last day of their convention, and must notify NSNA of their intent to submit before the February 15 deadline. School constituents and other state constituents must meet the deadline. 
I look forward to meeting you in the COSP meeting and working together over the coming year.  

Travel safely! 
From Medora McGinnis, Imprint Editor and Chair, Image of Nursing Committee

· Send us a copy of your school or state newsletter. PDFs can also be emailed. By getting your newsletters in on time your association is automatically entered into a drawing for the newsletter contest. 

· Send your articles into Imprint magazine! Please see the author guidelines as well as the manuscript submission form on Get Published. 

 January 2012
It’s Not the Destination, It’s the Journey: Career Planning in the 21st Century
Deadline: October 14, 2011 

February/March 2012
Life is in the Details: How Every Choice Impacts Our Future
Deadline: November 11, 2011 

April/May 2012
Student Advocacy over the Generations: NSNA’s 60th Anniversary
Deadline: January 6, 2012 

September/October 2012
Balance: Professionalism and Navigating through Life and Nursing School
Deadline: June 29, 2012 

November/December 2012
Imprint 45th Anniversary Special Edition
Deadline: August 3, 2012

· Keep our Happenings reporter in the loop! Please send small items about recent activities to our new Happenings reporter, Amy Julian, by emailing nsna@nsna.org attn: Happenings.  If you are pressed for time, just send her a quick note about a recent activity (or one coming up) and she will follow up with you for all the details. 

· Wondering where to begin in order to design your newsletter? Unsure of how to get your website started or maintain it?  Come to the Newsletter Workshop at the MidYear Conference in Cincinnati on Thursday, November 4.  I can serve as a resource if you have any website or newsletter design and editing questions. Please do not hesitate to contact me at Imprint Editor. 

Administrative Updates
How to Invite an NSNA Board Member to Visit Your State: Did you know that you can invite an NSNA board member to attend your state convention? NSNA allocates a portion of its budget toward sending board members to state conventions. Requests for field visits are reviewed by the NSNA Executive Committee and should be submitted at least 30 days prior to your meeting. Decisions are based on the availability of a board member, cost, location, and any other considerations mentioned in your request. Please keep in mind that NSNA may not be able to accommodate your request for a specific board member. Also, NSNA board members are expected to attend their own state conventions. States with a national board member should take advantage of the opportunity to invite this official representative from NSNA to bring greetings at the convention. Use this form to request an NSNA representative to attend your state convention.
Getting the Pieces to Fit Available Online: The 2011-2012 edition of Getting the Pieces to Fit is available online as downloadable PDFs.  Hard copies are available.
Guidelines for planning available online: Consultants & Advisors – webpage | guidelines; Fundraising – guidelines; Image of Nursing – webpage | guidelines; Secretaries Handbook – handbook; Resolutions – webpage | guidelines; Membership – webpage | guidelines; Bylaws & Policies – webpage | guidelines; Community Health – webpage | guidelines; Disaster Preparedness – webpage | guidelines; Legislation / Education – webpage | guidelines
State Association Resources: An area for state association information has been developed on the NSNA website. Let me know what other information you would like to see posted.
 COSP Communication Schedule: As state presidents, you can expect to hear from the NSNA Board of Directors on a regular basis. Through the COSP Connection, broadcast emails, telephone calls, and the NSNA Central Line blog, and COSP Facebook page, the Board hopes to keep the channels of communication open between state presidents and the NSNA Board.  If you do not receive these broadcasts or calls from your NSNA Board contact, please contact Susan Wong at the NSNA office nsna@nsna.org, Attn: Susan.
Share Your Activities Year Round! For those of who attend the COSP, you experienced the importance of state presidents sharing their activities and their concerns.  Please submit ongoing activities and concerns that you experience at your state.  These items can be emailed to Susan Wong, nsna@nsna.org, Attn: Susan.  The deadline for submissions to the next COSP Connection is January 30, 2012.
