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“Y
ou show that you
possess that truly
American trait, an
almost furious con-

fidence in the value of organized
effort.” So said Lucile Petry
Leone, founding director of the
U.S. Cadet Nurse Corps, as she
addressed the audience at
NSNA’s Annual Convention in
1959.  I used that quote in my
campaign speech while running
for president because it res-
onated with me the first time
I read it and I find it still rings
true fifty years after Ms. Petry

Leone said it. We are at our best when we work together to
achieve the goals of our organization. Once again, the House
of Delegates has elected a stellar group of individuals to rep-
resent NSNA and I am humbled to serve as president. My

goal is to represent the NSNA at the policy table and
advocate for nursing students and nursing education. In
addition, I will remind nursing leaders of their responsibility
to mentor nursing students as they prepare to enter the
profession. 

For those of you that I have not yet met, allow me to
introduce myself. I am currently a senior at the University
of Akron in Akron, Ohio. I am a non-traditional student
who spent many years being a stay-at-home mom to my
four beautiful children, nine-year old Spencer, and my
six-year old triplets Seville, Olivia, and Noah. It was my
experience with a high-risk pregnancy that brought me
into contact with many capable nurses and led me to pur-
sue a nursing degree. I had intended to pursue a graduate
degree to become a Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist
and then perhaps a DNP, and NSNA has broadened that
perspective. Being involved over the past year has opened
my eyes to all of the possibilities in the nursing profes-
sion. I want to become a CRNA and I want to work on
nursing policy-making and work to improve healthcare.
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As I said many times during my campaign, nurses are
advocates for their patients and I long to be an advocate
for nurses. 

This wonderful journey that I have been on during my
academic career would not be possible without the wealth
of support I have received from family and friends. My
husband of twelve years, Darol, happily accepts his role
as Mr. Mom when I travel and our extended family pitches
in with childcare on a regular basis. They are amazing
and I could not even be a student without such help, let
alone be involved in NSNA. This year I have also been
privileged to receive the strong support of my dean, Dr.
Margaret Wineman, as well as the entire faculty at my
college. A student cannot live their NSNA dreams with-
out such support and I am grateful. 

Nursing is an incredible profession and your involvement
in NSNA shows your commitment to building a rewarding
career. I challenge you to make the most of the opportuni-
ties that surround you as an NSNA member. Be involved
in your school and state chapters, join committees, write
a resolution, be a delegate…any of these activities will
develop you as a leader and ultimately as a nurse. 

Best wishes to all of you in the coming academic year and
good luck to everyone that will be taking the NCLEX this year!

Greetings fellow NSNA
members! I could not be

more honored to serve as the
2007-2008 Vice-President.
Let me begin by telling you
a bit about myself. I am a
non-traditional, third year
student at the University of
Saint Francis in Fort Wayne,
Indiana. I grew up in the
Washington, D.C. area and
moved to Indiana two years
ago with my husband of ten
years, and three children
(Owen, 8, Mackenzie, 7, and
Jack, 4). Since then, I have

served on my school SNA board, served as Indiana state
president, and as part of the Council of State Presidents
Planning Committee for NSNA. I have learned a great
deal through my involvement in nursing leadership, and 
I am very grateful for the chance to continue to serve. 

Throughout this year, I will serve as chair of both the
Legislation/Education committee and the Disaster Task
Force. Having grown up in the D.C. area, I was brought
up on a diet of political involvement and active participa-
tion in legislation and elections. In the coming primary
election year, I plan to work with the committee to ensure
that we are all educated on the health care policy propos-
als of the presidential candidates. From health insurance
coverage to graduate education financing and faculty

development, I believe that educating the voters is the
surest way to achieve desired legislative change.  We will
also be awarding a trip to NIWI (Nurses In Washington
Internship) for spring 2008, and I look forward to all of
your contest entries! Keep your eyes on the NSNA web-
site at www.nsna.org for more information on the con-
test as soon as it is available.

The Disaster Task Force is a project near to my heart.
Having been in the D.C. area on September 11th, and
having been involved in a tornado when I was younger,
I have a strong appreciation for the value of disaster
preparation and support networks. In response to the
resolution passed in 2006 regarding the scope of practice
of nursing students in disaster situations, last year’s
committee worked very hard on drafting a booklet of
guidelines. The guidelines cover establishing disaster
committees at the school level, relationships with local
emergency responders, and establishing disaster networks
at the state and national levels. This year’s committee is
very excited to finalize these details and share them with
you soon. We cannot prevent all disasters, but we can pre-
pare to minimize the damage and impact as much as pos-
sible. As nursing students, we are in a unique position to
prepare ourselves, to educate others on preparation, and
to assist our respective communities in response to disasters. 

I wish everyone a very successful year, and look for-
ward to meeting you in Kansas City, MO, at the MidYear
Conference and Grapevine, TX, for the Annual Convention!
I am always a short e-mail away if there is anything I can
do for you!

Hello fellow NSNA 
members! It is a great

honor to serve as your
Secretary/Treasurer for 2007-
08. Pursing a career in nursing
has been the desire of my heart,
but I never envisioned being
able to utilize my previous
experience in accounting and
business as a nursing student.

When I stepped out on 
faith to attend nursing school, 
I embraced the full experience
of being a nursing student. I am
currently a senior at Grand
Canyon University in Phoenix,

AZ, graduating in May 2008. I have a Bachelor of Science
from Howard University, Washington DC, and I currently
work at Boswell Hospital in Sun City, AZ as a nurse extern
in the Critical Care Unit. 

I have served as the treasurer for Grand Canyon’s SNA
chapter and as the Breakthrough to Nursing Director for the

18 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2007

Jenna Sanders 
Vice-President

University of Saint Francis
Fort Wayne, IN
nsnavicepresident@gmail.com

Cherrié Holland
Secretary/Treasurer

Grand Canyon University
Phoenix,AZ
nsnasecretarytreasurer@gmail.com

(continued on p.20)



20 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2007

Student Nurses Association of AZ. Being a part of the 
leadership for these chapters has added to the richness of 
my education as a student nurse. 

My vision for the coming year is to share this experience
by empowering the secretaries and treasurers at the state 
and school levels by helping them carry out their fiduciary
responsibilities. As we continue to grow as an organization,
it is imperative that each state adopts a financial reporting
system, sound accounting principles, and comprehensive
training with the support of NSNA. I believe these goals will
streamline each chapter’s financial network, while making us
fiscally responsible to our members and ensuring our success
as efficient leaders.

As Secretary/Treasurer, I want to maintain the autonomy
of each state chapter, while encouraging you to utilize the
vast resources, materials, and guidance NSNA has to offer
you. I look forward to serving and working with each of you
this coming year. Please feel free to contact me during the
year by email. I look forward to seeing you in Kansas City
for the MidYear Conference and Grapevine, TX, for the
Annual Convention. God Bless!

See my editorial 
on page 6! 

Greetings fellow NSNA
members! I’m honored

to serve as NSNA’s new
Breakthrough to Nursing
(BTN) Director. When I joined
NSNA, I finally realized that I
wasn’t the only person in nurs-
ing school who was stressed
out and feeling overwhelmed.
Finding NSNA meant not only
connecting with others who
were going through the same
thing, but also having the
opportunity to network, to
find helpful resources, and to
learn from other members and
today’s nurse leaders. It is my

hope that the excitement I feel for nursing and its many
opportunities is contagious and that I can convey that
through my role on the Board of Directors.

I am starting my second year at Bacone College
School of Nursing, and my experience there has been
the culmination of a ten year journey in health care. Ten
years ago I became a registered medical assistant, and
have served in various positions including OB technologist,
a long-term home health aid, and an instructor at Heritage
College. Throughout that experience it has been my over-
riding mission to leave things better than I found them. I
truly believe that if you can give hope to just one person,
then you’ve made a difference. I volunteer with migrant
farm workers here in Oklahoma and have found that even
receiving a “thank you” – from people who have nothing
else to give as payment – makes a world of difference. 

If I can leave you with one message during my term, it is
to embrace diversity; I challenge you to think of our nation,
our patients, and each other as something more than anony-
mous ingredients in a “melting pot.” A “melting pot” blends
and melts differences so that everything becomes indistinguish-
able – cultural diversity is about embracing different people
and different beliefs, and believing that those differences can
only add to our strengths, and encourage and nurture the
ideas that will make us stronger now and in the future. 

I hope that I’m able to pass on that message to my
two children as well – I want to be the role model that
my mother was to me. Although I’ve been diagnosed with
rheumatoid arthritis, I have never stopped working, and
I’ve never forgotten the lessons my mother taught me
about strength and perseverance. 

I encourage you to share your thoughts, ideas, and
concerns with me as you go through the next year. I want
to work with you as you share your chapter’s BTN ideas
throughout the community and encourage others to join
us in this amazing journey. I would be remiss if I didn’t men-
tion those who have supported me through my own journey:

Kelley Wilson
Imprint Editor

Piedmont Technical College
Greenwood, SC
nsnaimprint@gmail.com

Devyn K. Denton
Breakthrough to Nursing
Director

Bacone College
Muskogee, OK
nsnabtndirector@gmail.com
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my mom and dad, Dr. Dayle Aldridge and Love Denton,
respectively; my two children Zach and Kennedy; and one of
my professors at Bacone, Diane Adair, who has been my
backbone, cheerleader, and constant support throughout my
time there.  Good luck during this new year! 

Hello from the Hoosier
Heartland. I am currently

a senior at Anderson University
in Anderson, IN. I am enrolled
in the BSN program for my
major and I am completing a
minor in Christian Ministry. 
I have been an EMT for eight
years and a CPR instructor 
for the American Heart
Association for five years. 

Currently I work as a 
student RN in the Emergency
Department at Clarian North
Medical Center in Carmel, IN
and at Methodist Emergency

Medical and Trauma Center in Indianapolis, IN. 
I grew up always wanting to be a nurse and I knew

that one day my dream would come true. Arriving at this
point in my life has been a long journey, one that I have
not made on my own. Through much support and many
prayers, I am living my dream. I appreciate the continued
support of my parents and the encouragement they give
me. My friends and co-workers are simply amazing, and 
I am grateful for their support.

I also want to thank the nursing students at AU for
electing me as the school president and for being so willing
to always help me out. I am very grateful to Dr. Koepke
and the entire faculty at AU School of Nursing for believing
in me and for encouraging me to follow my dreams and
work towards my goals.

In addition to serving as an NSNA Director, I serve on
the Community Health and Membership committees, and
as chair for the Convention and Programs Planning
Committee. I will be working towards promoting the
MidYear and Annual Convention. This year’s MidYear
Convention will be held in Kansas City, MO, and the
Annual Convention at the Gaylord Resort & Convention
Center in Texas. I encourage nursing students and faculty
alike to attend these conventions. You won’t want to miss
these incredible events! 

I am so blessed to have been given this opportunity
to represent you on the Board of Directors this year. I am
here to serve the members of the NSNA. You may contact
me at any time: I encourage your questions, suggestions
and ideas. Please don’t hesitate to email me or to introduce
yourself if you see me around. I look forward to meeting
you in Kansas City and in Grapevine! 

Hello, NSNA members! 
It is an honor to be 

serving on the NSNA Board
of Directors for the next
year. For those of you who 
I did not have the pleasure of
talking to at the convention
in Anaheim, let me introduce
myself. I have been married
for thirteen years and have
four awesome children:
Laurance, 18; Erik, 13;
Andrew, 12; and Emily, 11.
I am currently a junior at
the University of Alabama in
Huntsville working towards

a BSN. My future goal in nursing is to pursue a
Doctorate of Nursing Practice (DNP) at the University
of Alabama in Huntsville after completing my BSN.  My
passion is leadership and teaching and I look forward
to becoming a professor in nursing and to continue in
the education of nurturing strong nursing leaders. 

I became interested in nursing almost nineteen years ago
when my sister was in a near fatal car accident. I was her
primary care giver when she was released from the hospital
and began her long recovery and rehabilitation. Helping and
caring for a loved one in this manner inspired me to pursue a
career through which I could help others in the same way.  

The House of Delegates elected an incredible board
and I am very excited about the upcoming year! As chair
of the Bylaws and Policies committee, my goal is to con-
tinue to keep NSNA policies updated according to the
evolving needs of the organization; to promote nursing;
and to help state chapters with questions and concerns
regarding their bylaws and policies. I am also serving on
the Legislation/Education committee and the Disaster Task
Force committee. I believe that my Crisis Intervention Stress
Management experience will be of great asset to the Disaster
Task Force in accomplishing the goals set before us. I want
to thank Dean Raines, Dr. O'Neal, Lori Lioce, Kristen
Herrin, and Laura Mann for all of their encouragement and
support. Without them I would not be here.  To my class-
mates at UAH, you all are the best!  Thank you for all of
your love and support!

I am here to serve all of you so please know that I
available to talk and help in any way that I can - please
do not hesitate to contact me.    

Mary Cisco 
Director

Anderson University
Anderson, IN
nsnadirectornorth@gmail.com

Laura Chapman  
Director

University of Alabama 
Huntsville,AL
nsnadirectornorth@gmail.com
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Hello delightful NSNA
friends! I hope everyone

has had a great summer! It
was wonderful to meet so
many fabulous NSNA mem-
bers this year in Anaheim and
Atlanta and I look forward to
seeing many familiar and new
faces at the two upcoming
conferences this year in
Kansas City, MO, and the
Gaylord Texan in Grapevine,
TX — line dancing anyone?
Did you know that Kansas
City has the second largest

number of fountains in the
world? Don’t forget that fun

fact as you’re exploring the city during the MidYear Career
Planning Conference! 

I am so proud and excited to be one of NSNA's national
representatives this year. I am chair of the Community Health
committee and serve on Legislation/Education and Breakthrough
to Nursing committees. As the year goes on and you start your
chapter projects, I hope you will send me any questions, com-
ments, ideas, or stories that you want to share via email.

So as you drum away at those emails, here is a little
something to help you know who you are writing to. My
name is Emily Little and I am a junior at the University of
Maine in Orono. I am indeed a Maine-iac! I have a passion
for working with underserved populations and have
worked with the elderly here in Maine and traveled abroad
to Honduras and Paraguay. I hope that my skills in nursing
school will help me better serve populations who are in
dire need of health care assistance.  I would love to hear
more from my fellow student nurses on what they are
doing to help out in their local or global communities! 

I wish everyone a successful school year. As nurses and
as nursing students we often forget to take care of our-
selves; remember, in order to care for others we need to
take care of ourselves. My one request of you this year is
that you try to remember to take at least one moment a
day when you stop, take a deep breath and think about
one thing that makes you smile - enjoy that moment!
Today I am thinking about how much I love the sound of
crickets in summer, and I am taking time to smile. 

Hello NSNA members! 
I hope you all enjoyed

your summer as much as I
did! It is such a privilege to
serve fellow nursing students
from across the country and
I am very enthusiastic about
this coming year.

I am entering my fifth and
final year at San Diego State
University in beautiful San
Diego, CA. My original plans
were to attend medical school,
but after my mother’s appen-
dix ruptured when I was sev-
enteen, I had the opportunity

to spend some time in the hospital while she recovered. It
was then that I realized the care I wanted to give was not
that of a physician, but as a registered nurse. I appreciated
the intimacy and attention my mother received from the
nurses, and I knew I wanted to make a difference by fol-
lowing in their footsteps. Eventually I will pursue Advanced
Practice Nursing and teach and mentor future nurses.

It was not until I entered nursing school that I 
realized how many opportunities are available to nurses
and nursing students, and joining NSNA is one of them!
As chair of the Membership Committee, our goals for 
this year include increasing membership by reaching 
out to pre-nursing students and faculty, and increasing
communication between all chapters by utilizing the 
message board available on the Leadership U website
(www.nsnaleadershipu.org). I encourage everyone to 
utilize the message board as a tool to make contact with
members and non-members from across the country. It 
is also a great way to receive advice and ask questions 
in a safe, non-intimidating environment.

I am privileged and honored to have excellent role
models and mentors available whenever I need a helping
hand. I would like to give a warm and special thank you
to Dr. Richard Reed, Dr. Catherine Todero, and Professor
Joan Hall, all of whom have been instrumental in helping
me achieve my goals and remain a successful student in
the nursing program. Without the support from family,
friends, and classmates, I would not be where I am today.   

Thank you for electing me to serve on the Board of
Directors. I look forward to meeting you in Kansas City,
MO, for the MidYear Conference, and in Texas for the
Annual Convention! In the meantime, feel free to email
me with any questions or comments you may have! Best
wishes for a successful school year!

Emily B. Little   
Director

University of Maine
Orono, ME
nsnadirectoreast@gmail.com

Arlene Hady   
Director

San Diego State University
San Diego, CA
nsnadirectorwest@gmail.com
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Greetings NSNA members! 
I am a senior enrolled in

the BSN program at the Johns
Hopkins University School of
Nursing in Baltimore, MD. I am
also a current member of the
United States Navy. During my
time in the Navy I have been
fortunate to receive many dis-
tinguished honors, including
selection as a Junior Sailor of
the Quarter while serving on the
U.S.S. Chafee; a Sea Service
Award given by the Honolulu
Council of the Navy League of
the United States; and selection
for the Medical Enlisted
Commissioning Program

(MECP), a highly competitive enlisted-to-officer program
available for motivated, enlisted sailors. Upon graduation I
will be commissioned as an officer in the United States Navy
Nurse Corps.

I have also been involved with many volunteer organiza-
tions such as the Make-A-Wish Foundation for which I led two
tours of my ship (U.S.S. Chafee) for terminally ill children
and their families; the Honolulu chapter of the American
Heart Association where I led a group of volunteers during
their annual Heartwalk and Black and Blue Ball; and the
Children’s House in Baltimore, a subsidiary of the Believe in
Tomorrow organization where I organized numerous dinners
for the families of children receiving care at Johns Hopkins
Hospital. 

Growing up, I was first inspired to become a nurse by
my mother, who was a director of nursing at a small nurs-
ing home in northern Alabama. I’ll never forget how much
my mother’s patients and their families loved her. She
truly made a difference in each one of their lives. I hope to
continue her legacy as I pursue my own nursing career. 

I am very fortunate to have this opportunity to serve. The
NSNA Board of Directors (BOD) is here to provide guidance
and assistance during your time as a student nurse. I take this
responsibility seriously. The nursing profession has many
challenges lying ahead, including the growing shortage of
nurse educators. Together we can overcome these obstacles
by taking an active role in the recruitment of new members.
They add strength to our collective voice and enhance our
ability to speak to issues and legislation important to nurses,
nursing students, and to our roles as patient advocates. 
I am thrilled to have been chosen for this esteemed position
and honored to serve you, the future of nursing. 

Nominating 
and Elections
Committee

A career in healthcare 
has never really been 

a question for me. Ever since
I was a little girl I knew I
wanted to “save people.” 
I remember growing up
watching Rescue 911 and
being incredibly fascinated
with the paramedics and
wanting to do just that. I
grew up with a doctor set
and playing “clinic” with 
my siblings. I used to love

hearing my grandmother talk about her time spent in
the Army Nursing Corps during World War II and that’s
when I began to think about nursing. When I was 16
years old I took a Certified Nurse’s Assistant class and
began working in my local nursing home. It wasn’t until
then that I knew that I was exactly where I was sup-
posed to be.  

My interest in NSNA began at my nursing school 
orientation. I was actively involved in 4-H and FFA and my
experiences with both of those organizations were very suc-
cessful. I thought that NSNA could help me reach my full
potential as a nursing student. I served as my local chapter
president for one year and I began to wonder if I had
anything to offer beyond the local level. Trina Aguirre, RN,
a graduate assistant and advisor to our local chapter,
began encouraging me to pursue a leadership position at
the national level. I traveled to Atlanta to find out if I
could see myself in that role. I am a firm believer in work-
ing together and that is exactly what I saw in Atlanta and
in Anaheim: nursing students working together to achieve
a common goal. My goal for NSNA is to recruit the most
qualified individuals to run for office and who will repre-
sent NSNA as leaders and professionals in nursing. I also
want to serve as a resource for state and local chapters in
their recruitment efforts and elections. I challenge you to
step outside of your comfort zone and see what you can
achieve! Remember, together we can not only make a
difference, we will be the difference!

James Kilpatrick  
Ex-officio Director, Chair , 
Council of State Presidents
Planning Committee

Johns Hopkins University
Baltimore, MD
nsnacospchair@gmail.com

Jenna Witt   
Chair and Northern
Election Area
Representative

University of Nebraska
Medical Center
Scottsbluff, NE
necnorth_2007@yahoo.com
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Hello from “Sweet Home
Alabama.” My name is

Christy McKelvey and I am
the 2007-2008 NEC southern
election representative. When 
I look back on my college
journey, I find it to have been
an interesting and exciting
time of transition. I originally
started out college as a
Musical Theater major with
dreams of being a “Broadway
star.” As a continued along my
journey I realized that acting
was more of a hobby rather
than a career choice for me.  

So, I packed up my bags,
moved back home, and started attending the University 
of Alabama Huntsville College of Nursing. While it
sounds cliché, I have always had a passion for people and
for helping and I could no longer hide that side of me. It’s
why I decided to pursue a career in nursing, and I certainly
don’t plan on stopping there. I also want to become a
Certified Registered Nurse Practitioner (CRNP) and earn
my PhD so that I may be able to expand my knowledge
and my ability to help people to the fullest. 

When I think of NSNA the first person that comes to
my mind is my SNA advisor, Lori Lioce. Mrs. Lioce was an
NSNA Director ten years ago and now she is a CRNP, a
professor, mentor, role model, and the SNA Advisor at the
UAH College of Nursing. I was already involved in my 
college local chapter as the ANS Secretary when Mrs. Lioce
started telling me about the NSNA and how to get involved.
She was such an encouragement and inspiration throughout
the whole process! I knew right away that NSNA was
‘something special’ when, ten years after she left, my advisor
was still encouraging people to join the organization.

Being a part of NSNA has offered so many benefits
and opportunities for professional growth that it is more
than I could have ever imagined or expected. I am looking
forward to the upcoming year and the NEC is already
working hard to make it an absolutely amazing experi-
ence. My goal, of course, is to get a full slate of qualified
candidates before the Annual convention even begins.
From my theater experience, I am certainly not shy or
afraid to put myself out there and to be the best NEC
leader that I can possibly be. I can’t wait to see what this
year has to offer. I hope to see everyone the NSNA MidYear
Conference in Kansas and at the Annual Convention in
Texas. I truly look forward to meeting you all!

As nurses, one of our goals is to save lives so that we,
and those that we’ve saved, can change the world. So, put
yourself out there and together lets go change the world! 

I had no idea what I was 
getting myself into when I

enrolled as a junior in one of
Stanford University’s
Overseas Seminars entitled
“Religion and Healing in
Northern India.” But when I
found myself pressed against
the wall of a closet-sized
sweltering room watching
two nurses deliver a rural vil-
lage woman’s baby, I knew I
wanted to be a nurse. I had
discovered a profession
where my passions—biology,
medicine, showing compas-
sion and giving comfort—

could come together to help others achieve wellness.
What a fantastic find!

I am currently a senior at Johns Hopkins University
School of Nursing (JHUSON) in Baltimore, MD. After
graduating in 2006 from Stanford University with a BA in
Human Biology, I enrolled immediately in the traditional
two-year BSN. program at JHUSON. The decision to
move from California to Maryland was difficult, but the
faculty, staff and students have made it well worth the
mileage. I have experienced overwhelming encouragement
and support in my nursing journey.

My journey began in that finite moment when I
watched another life come into the world, but now it will
continue to lead me on unexpected adventures. I decided
to run for national office because it would be an adven-
ture—a bold, risky undertaking that would allow me to
make a difference in nursing education and nursing prac-
tice. Running for office challenged and enriched my lead-
ership abilities, but more importantly, it changed how I
view my role in the nursing world. 

We are nursing students, but we are also the future of
the nursing profession. Each and every one of us is capable
of being a leader in nursing; NSNA can help us achieve
that goal by offering an array of benefits, from leadership
opportunities to networking contacts, to friendships across
the country. Where else can we grow professionally with a
safety net of supportive peers? I am honored to have been
elected to such an incredible organization and would like
to thank my fellow NSNA members and JHUSON for their
support. My fellow committee members and I look for-
ward to an exciting and successful year of service.

Christy McKelvey    
Southern Election 
Area Representative

University of Alabama
Huntsville,AL
necsouth_2007@yahoo.com

Sarah Baker    
Eastern Election 
Area Representative

Johns Hopkins University
Baltimore, MD
neceast@gmail.com
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Family, balance and 
fulfillment of my life’s

dream are all reasons that 
I took on the challenge to
change careers and study
nursing at the age of 40. 
I have been blessed to have
had a wonderful career in
healthcare first as an EMT,
various capacities as a 
manager in outpatient care
facilities and finally as an
executive in the insurance
industry. My occupation
required extensive travel 
taking me away from my 
two children, ages 3 and 

10 now, for weeks at a time. Late in 2005, my stepfa-
ther had a terrible accident that required several brain
surgeries and hospitalizations requiring stays of over 
three months at a time.  During this period, I spent an
enormous amount of time in the hospital watching the
outstanding care provided by his nursing team. That was it,
my heart was set afire, and I quit my job and took the
leap into the field of nursing.

I am a second semester student in the Saddleback
College, CA, ADN program. My experiences in the program
have been explosive, invigorating, and exciting.  The curricu-
lum and leadership opportunities as a student have been life
changing. I serve on Saddle Back College California Nursing
Student Association as the Council of Chapter Representative,
and the Inter-Club Council Representative. In these capacities,
I have the opportunity to meet with the other representatives
from schools all over the State of California as well as work
with local clubs at Saddleback to educate and promote the
activities of the nursing programs on our campus. My service
at the local level and inter-scholastically led me to seek
national office.  

As NEC West representative, I am committed to taking
the fear out of service and leadership. Recruitment will be
centered on openness, availability, and informative respons-
es. I look forward to meeting many of you at the
MidYear Conference where the search for new candidates
will go into full swing. Please feel free to contact me with
any questions, requests for support or any other needs you
may have. As a member of the NEC team, I will be delight-
ed to help you prepare and run for national office!
Thanks to all of the members, as you are the backbone
that makes NSNA such a fantastic organization.

Imprint’s 
New Reporters 

Hello fellow nursing stu-
dents! It is my great pleas-

ure to serve as your Happenings
reporter for the 2007-2008 aca-
demic year. I am a junior nurs-
ing student pursuing a BSN at
Pace University in New York. I
originally went into the nursing
profession because of my own
experience with illness and
therefore I am dedicated to
devoting my life to caring for
those who cannot care for them-

selves. Upon graduation I would love a position in pediatric
neurology. I look forward to getting to know you and what’s
happening in your local and state chapters. As the Happenings
reporter, I’m looking for articles that highlight recent or upcom-
ing local and state chapter activities, including, but not limited
to conventions, fundraisers, community health projects, educa-
tional trips, internships, and other events. Remember to include
high quality photos (300 dpi) of your activities with captions,
releases, and credits. Best wishes for a successful year!

Stories and photos may be e-mailed to me or
nsna@nsna.org. Hard copies may be sent to Imprint,
Happenings Reporter, c/o NSNA, 45 Main Street, Suite
606, Brooklyn, NY 11201, or faxed to (718) 210-0710,
to the attention of the Managing Editor.

Greetings NSNA members!
I am very excited to

serve as the 2007-2008
UpClose Reporter. I'm
embarking on my nursing
adventure after spending 15
years doing marketing and
fundraising for universities
and academic medical centers.
I have degrees in journalism
and marketing communica-
tions from the University of
Iowa and the University of
Colorado at Boulder and I'm
currently pursuing an ASN
degree at the University of

Saint Francis in Fort Wayne, IN. At USF, I'm a vice presi-
dent of our Student Nursing Association and on the state
level, I'm chair of the Indiana Association of Nursing
Students convention planning committee. I'm married, way
too attached to our dog and cats, and when I'm not study-
ing you can find me making quilts or knitting. I look for-
ward to working with the NSNA membership and Imprint

Jessica Robinson      
Happenings Reporter

Pace University Lienhard
School of Nursing
New York, NY
nsna@nsna.org

Anne Remington     
UpClose Reporter

University of Saint Francis
Fort Wayne, IN
nsna@nsna.org

(continued from p. 26)peopleNEWS:

Traci A. Ford     
Western Election Area
Representative

Saddleback College
Mission Viejo, CA
nec.nsna@yahoo.com
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Report from Japan 

N
SNA leaders made a strong showing at the
International Council of Nurses conference in
Yokohama, Japan. Typically only the NSNA’s
president and executive director attend the ICN

conferences. This year we had three additional current
board members attend the conference at their own expense,
as well as three past presidents and a past vice-president.
NSNA’s influence on the nursing profession is evident.

The conference was packed with fascinating speakers. It
was difficult to decide which sessions to attend. I focused on
the ones that involved nursing education in other countries
as well as disaster preparedness efforts abroad. One session
in particular was from students in the United Kingdom who
talked about filming their clinical lab experiences and allow-
ing their peers to evaluate them afterwards. Many students
felt very self-conscious by this method at first but their
research demonstrated clear growth in their skill base.  

It was interesting to learn that NSNA students would
not be permitted to attend the Council of Nurse
Representatives as it was reserved for members of each

country’s representative organization. In the U.S., the
American Nurses’ Association (ANA) is our member organ-
ization. As you know, NSNA is an independent association
and the ANA does not have a student membership catego-
ry, which is rare in the nursing world. While many other
students were allowed to attend the CNR, the American
students were excluded. While this was disappointing, I
was reminded of how truly unique we are. Not only does
NSNA have independence, but it gained it in the 1950s, at
a time when nursing students were taught to be seen and
not heard. Sacrificing my attendance at the CNR is a small
price to pay for being a member of the progressive
National Student Nurses’ Association.

The best part of my free time in Japan was being with
other international students. The Japanese students were
generous hosts and gave the guest students a taste of their
culture with an evening at an authentic Japanese restau-
rant - we had to take off our shoes upon entering, and sat
on the floor in front of our tables. Later on we were treat-
ed to Japanese style karaoke. I am not all that familiar
with the karaoke phenomenon, but from what I am told,
the American version doesn’t hold a candle to the country
that created the format. Music really is the universal

Perspectives: 
From home and abroad

nationalNEWS:



language, and well-known songs were sung by all, regardless
of the student’s native language. 

In spite of all the fun, the students spent much of the
conference working on the launch of the Student Network.
(Past President, Rebecca Wheeler, has written an article
about the student network for the November/December
issue of Imprint.) What I found most challenging was find-
ing common ground with students from vastly different
backgrounds. In the U.S., nursing students have common
jargon and similar experiences: when we come to the table
to do the work of the NSNA, there is an existing structure
from which we can begin to work in earnest on new initia-
tives. At the international level we spent much of our time
searching for a common point of reference; for instance,
do you call the people setting the agenda for the student
workshop the “steering committee” or the “working
group”; do you call the leader the “President” or “Chair”?
When we come to the table to do the work of the NSNA,
these details are a matter of fact and we can quickly move
on to other things. When establishing a new network with
different cultures, each and every detail must be decided
upon. While sometimes tedious, it is a fascinating process
that greatly stretched me as a student and leader. 

Although the Conference itself kept the students quite
busy, I did find time for taking in the local sites. I had din-
ner in Yokohama’s Chinatown, visited the country’s largest
Buddha in Kamakura, and spent some time in one of
Japan’s history museums with an English-speaking guide.
I learned how to say “hello,” “goodbye,” and “good morn-
ing” in Japanese. In addition, I learned three different vari-
ations on “thank you.” Did you know that “Sumimasen”
is Japanese for “excuse me” and can be used in a variety
of ways? It can be used to say “excuse me” when you need
to get off the elevator, or “excuse me for stepping on your
foot, this train car is very crowded.” It’s a very handy word. 

Even though I arrived in Japan with an English-to-
Japanese translation book strapped to my side, I hardly
needed it. Most citizens have at least a rudimentary knowl-
edge of English and were happy to translate. The people of
this country are incredibly considerate not only to foreign-
ers but to those among them in need. The budding nurse in
me was pleased to discover an elaborate but effective sys-
tem of pathways embedded with various raised markings
indicating things like ‘stop,’ ‘go,’ and ‘turn.’ These path-
ways allowed vision impaired individuals to travel about
the city with complete independence. I also noted Braille
at the top and bottom of every stair railing in the coun-
try’s vast network of train stations. They informed the trav-
eler of which station they were in and where the staircase
would take them. I think this very innovative system of
aiding the disabled would be very welcome in our country!
While I cannot read Japanese, I noted a subway advertise-
ment that clearly indicated the country’s growing nursing
shortage. The nursing shortage is not a problem unique to
the U.S. We need more nurses in all parts of the globe.

The absolute highlight of my trip was when ANA
President Rebecca Patton asked me to attend a private
reception for Her Imperial Majesty, The Empress
Michiko. The ICN President (who is a native of Japan)
welcomed her to the reception and thanked her for her
support of the nursing profession. Our time with the
Empress was brief, but the reception gave me the
opportunity to meet other nurses from around the
world in a relaxed atmosphere. I met the nursing presi-
dent from Haiti who gave me a glimpse of how chal-
lenging it is to practice nursing in a country with such
scarce resources. I also had a discussion with a man
from Togo, who explained that, until recently, 100% of
the nurses from his country were male. Since this is so
rare, I asked him to elaborate. He explained that it has
only been during that last few years education has been
allowed for women. He expressed his delight at opening
the doors of nursing to women at a time when the nurs-
ing shortage is so very critical.

My experiences in Japan extend far beyond what
can possibly be contained in one article, but I hope I
have left you with an impression of what the ICN is
about from the student’s perspective and perhaps that it
has sparked your interest in international nursing and
attending the next ICN Congress which takes place in
Durban, South Africa in 2009. 

Voter Registration Drive
Legislative Update from 
Jenna Sanders, Chair,
Legislation/Education Committee

Throughout our history, and continuing today, men and
women have given their lives to earn and defend our
right to vote. It is a right that many in the world don’t
have. We have been given a voice and a tool to make a
difference in our world, our country, our profession and
in the lives of our patients. Voter Registration Week will
be held September 19-23, 2007. Next year is an impor-
tant election year, so it’s essential to participate! NSNA
would like to encourage each of its members to plan to
conduct a Voter Registration Campaign designed to reach
out to peers and fellow nursing students. Did you know
that you do not have to drive or fly home to vote?  You
can apply for an absentee ballot and vote by mail, but
you must apply ahead of time. Log on onto the following
website, www.declareyourself .com , type in your home
zip code, and apply for your absentee ballot online. This
website contains valuable information about the voting
process, where to vote, and how to become an informed
voter.  There are brochures as well that you can print off
and distribute to assist your peers in registering to vote. 

The Guidelines for Planning Legislative Activities
booklet, available free from the NSNA website under
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Publications, or from the NSNA
office (718) 210-0705, describes how
to implement a voter registration
drive. 

Remember, to be an informed citi-
zen, read about the candidates, know
what the issues are and know what
issues are being voted on in the
healthcare area. I encourage you to
start thinking about doing a legisla-
tive project at your school or state.
You can submit your projects to
NSNA by February 11, 2008.  For
awards information and criteria,
download the NSNA Awards and
Honors Booklet under Publications
on www.nsna.org .

NEC Chair, Jenna Witt,
Searches for Leaders! 

Greetings NSNA members!
Starting in April I began my journey
as the chair of the NSNA Nominating
and Elections Committee. I am now
on an extraordinary expedition in
search of tomorrow’s leaders! I began
my exploration in the great state of
New York in July when I attended the
Northeast Leadership Conference. I
unearthed some exceptionally motivat-
ed individuals while in fabulous New
York City. Now, on with the search!  

Have you ever wondered what
your full potential really is? Have you
ever thought to ask yourself, “Do I
have anything to offer?” I had to ask
myself these questions when I was

APNA Announces

2007 JanssenScholarship Winners
Through the generous suppor t of Or tho-McNeil Janssen Scientific Affairs, LLC, the
American Psychiatric Nurses Association (APNA) announced the recipients of the 2007
APNA-Janssen Student Scholarship Program. NSNA joins APNA in congratulating the 
sixteen winners. The scholarship supports the participation of the nursing student winners
at the Annual APNA Conference, and in addition to covering those expenses, also provides
winners with a one year complimentary membership in APNA. The purpose of the
Scholarship Program is to stimulate continued interest in psychiatric-mental health nursing.

This year’s annual conference takes place in October 3-6, 2007, Gaylord Palms Resort 
& Convention Center, Kissimmee, FL. 

The program provides a wonderful experience for students to obtain cutting-edge
information about the specialty of psychiatric-mental health nursing, to meet with leaders in
the specialty, and to network with psychiatric-mental health nurses and other students.
Students are recognized for this achievement throughout the convention and at an awards
banquet. By attending the APNA Annual Conference, students gain an appreciation for the
treatment modalities, concepts and philosophy of care, pharmacology, and trends and issues
in the care of individuals with psychiatric-mental health needs. Students also are able meet
leaders in the specialty and can network with nurses and students from around the nation.

Deans and directors of nursing programs were invited to nominate students
for the scholarship. In addition to expressing an interest in psychiatric mental
health nursing, the nominee had to maintain a high grade point average, be an
NSNA member, and exhibit exceptional leadership skills.

Look for announcements about the 2008 APNA-Janssen Scholarship Program and
the 2008 Annual APNA Convention in Imprint, NSNA News, and on www.nsna.org .

2007 APNA-Janssen Scholarship Recipients
Victoria K. Albertus
Bloomsburg University, Bloomsburg, PA

Gina Bourgeous
Brigham Young University 
College of Nursing, Provo, UT

Joseph Hendricks Burds
Northeast Iowa Community College
Peosta, IA

Kelly Ann Campbell
University of North Carolina
Chapel Hill, NC

Klava Dmitrievna Caras
Mesa State College
Grand Junction, CO 

Rebecca Anne Hancock
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, PA

Jessica Bright Jester
Dixon School of Nursing
Abington Memorial Hospital
Willow Grove, PA

Chanda L. Knelsen
Walla Walla Community College 
Walla Walla, WA

Alan Louis Lopez
Medical University of South Carolina
College of Nursing, Charleston, SC

Tahira C. Memon
Florida International University
College of Nursing, Miami, FL

Kathryn Lynn Meunier
Louisiana State University 
Health Sciences Center 
New Orleans, LA

Katie E. Parziale
Loyola University
Chicago, IL

Jane E. Pressman
Mount St. Mary’s College
Los Angeles, CA

Natalia M. Ramirez
Florida International University
College of Nursing
Miami, FL

Margaret A. Wilkinson
Brigham Young University 
College of Nursing, Provo, UT 
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