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Hey everyone!  The new school year is now in full swing and I hope you all are transitioning into your new schedules smoothly.  As your calendars fill up with clinical experiences, work, projects, and exams, I encourage you to take a few minutes to pencil NSNA and your local chapter activities into your busy lives.  

MidYear is just around the corner and will be held October 27-30th in Memphis, Tennessee.   This Career Planning Conference is an excellent opportunity to begin working toward your future career goals with excellent advice from seasoned professionals.    

The itinerary is full of events and opportunities that you do not want to miss.  We will start out with a NCLEX Mini Review Course followed by the Keynote Address from Sally Karioth.  Dr. Karioth is a talk show host and nationally acclaimed grief therapist.  She will explore how to avoid being overwhelmed and experiencing compassion fatigue when caring for complex patients.  The program will also include the Image and Professional Dress Buffet Breakfast, Sharps Injury Prevention, Pharmacology Made Easy, Running for National Office, and much more.  You will not want to forget to stop by the Career Counseling Center and Exhibit Hall, where you will be able to have your resume reviewed, receive advice on your future career plans, and learn how to find internships and preceptorships.  Check out the NSNA website for complete details, www.nsna.org. 

If you are looking for a way to become more active in NSNA and want to develop or enhance your leadership skills, MidYear is the event for you.  Advanced registration at a discounted rate is available through October 3rd by fax or mail and October 10th online.  If you miss these cut-off dates, you may still register onsite.  Please encourage students from your state and local chapters to attend, as this conference is a great opportunity to learn how to become more involved in NSNA and its leadership roles.  

In April 2012, NSNA’s 60th National Convention, Spanning the Distance: 60 Years of the Evolving Nurse, will be hosted in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  Mark your calendar for this hallmark anniversary and join NSNA as we welcome past NSNA members returning for the alumni reunion.  This will be a great opportunity to meet past NSNA leaders, learn about their experiences in nursing, and see the extraordinary things they have accomplished.    Now is the time to prepare for Convention and begin budgeting for this incredible celebration.

As you proceed to plan your state conventions do not forget resources such as the Guidelines for Planning Meetings and Conventions.  If you intend to request that a board member attend your convention please contact the national office at 718-210-0705 or email nsna@nsna.org at least 30 days prior to your meeting.  Feel free to contact me at directore@nsna.org with any questions or concerns.  I wish you the best of luck in the school year ahead and look forward to seeing you in Memphis.  

