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Please Forward to the Newly Elected State President
Greetings from the Council of State Presidents (COSP) Planning Committee Chair
Happy summer to all state presidents!  I am excited about our upcoming year and I hope you are using your summer to relax, and get geared up for the school year to come.  We have the NSNA MidYear Career Planning Conference right around the corner on October 27-30, 2011 in Memphis, Tennessee.  The COSP takes place on Thursday October 27 and Friday October 28. Mark your calendar!  The COSP Planning Committee will be working on planning the best COSP meeting ever, while the NSNA Board of Directors has been working assiduously to make this an awesome event.  Your COSP Planning Committee will review your comments from the evaluations of the Annual Convention in Salt Lake to ensure that we present relevant information and allow time for sharing amongst the states.  

If you have more input you would like to share or discuss please do not hesitate to contact one of the members of the Planning Committee.  The COSP Planning Committee is here to serve you.  The committee members include:

Suzanne Camp, President, Utah Student Nurses' Association (West)
Scott Goodsite, President, North Carolina Association of Nursing Students, Inc. (South)
Amber Nerdig, President, Iowa Association of Nursing Students, Inc. (North)
Joe Twitchell, President, National Student Nurses’ Association

In a manner to advance the lines of communication we have phased out the COSP Corner chats and instituted the use of Facebook.  You can now find Council of State Presidents (COSP) on Facebook and we are asking that all state presidents join our group.  This will be our springboard for ideas to share on an ongoing basis.  You can pose your questions here in this open forum and receive answers from many.  

As always, the COSP meetings are a great time to network and share your accomplishments and ideas with other state presidents, the COSP Planning Committee, Nominating and Elections Committee (NEC), Resolutions Committee, and the NSNA Board of Directors.  Please bring with you a completed sharing of accomplishments form and business cards.  

Remember to mark your calendar for the NSNA MidYear Career Planning Conference on October 27-30, 2011 and as always, time flies when having fun.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions, comments, or concerns at exofficiocosp@nsna.org   I look forward to meeting and working with all of you.  

Best wishes for a successful year,

Regina Leonard, Maryland Association of Nursing Students (East) 

COSP Planning Committee Chair

NSNA Board of Directors Ex-Officio 

webpage


Links: Sharing of Accomplishments Form, COSP Policies and Procedures, and White Elephant Rules
Message from NSNA President
State Presidents:
I would like to take this time to welcome you back to a great new school year.  Some of you are in the beginning of your term and some of you are at the end.  For those of you leaving us I am very sad to see you leaving and very excited to welcome all the new state presidents to the Council of State Presidents (COSP).  I served on COSP for a year and half before my election in April and I can't express what an amazing experience I had.  I have learned first-hand the amazing leadership that the state presidents exhibit at every opportunity.  

The NSNA Board of Directors has been in very busy since our election and can't wait to fill you in on all the amazing goals the committees have set.  I would like to take this time to stress that we cannot accomplish our goals without the help of all of you.  The influence that you have in your states and your amazing leadership is essential to the success of the organization.  

I believe that this is a great year for growth of each and every state as well as growth of the organization as a whole.  We are working on increasing communication and establishing more access to the NSNA Board.  We are also working on making your voices heard throughout the nation.  If you want to contact me on Facebook feel free to post on www.facebook.com/JosephRTwitchell my own Facebook page dedicated to NSNA.  I am also available on Twitter @JosephTwitchell.  I have been working at becoming a messenger for NSNA and I am very proud to be your president and the organization's spokesman.  I have been keeping track of happenings in legislation and the budget to insure any issues that are relevant student nurses are examined.

If you have any questions or concerns feel free to contact your national board representative or myself. I would also like to remind you to start planning for the NSNA MidYear Career Planning Conference it is an experience you will not soon forget.

Thank you,
Joseph R Twitchell

NSNA President

president@nsna.org
From Secretary-Treasurer Megan Seston
Hello, state presidents!  I hope you are all having a wonderful, restful and productive summer. Congratulations to all of the newly elected officers serving this year! I look forward to working with you all.

Summer is a perfect time to begin preparing for the new school year. It is a good time for treasurers to begin organizing finances and preparing a budget, and for secretaries to begin organizing minutes. A few reminders while you all work on these things:

The NSNA website has lots of great tools to help you! Treasurers, feel free to refer to the Treasurer’s Handbook, and please take a look at nonprofit and tax status information provided on NSNA’s website. Secretaries, please utilize the Secretary’s Handbook.

· Please remember that in order to ensure your state’s constituency status at Annual Convention; you need to send signed copies of your state meeting minutes to NSNA. Feel free to email the minutes with electronic signatures to nsna@nsna.org. 

Also, in light of the fact that the Robert V. Piemonte Finance Excellence Award had no recipient this year, the Finance Committee is reviewing the application criteria for this award to see how they may be made clearer or more achievable for school and state chapters.  We would welcome any feedback that you all can provide, particularly if your chapter applied for this award. Please email any suggestions to me at secretary-treasurer@nsna.org.  Last year’s award criteria may be found in the Awards and Honors Booklet. 

Again, congratulations on your elections! I invite you all to attend the workshops being provided for secretaries and treasurers at MidYear Career Planning Conference and Annual Convention, particularly the Leadership U Treasurers’ Certificate Program. Please also mark your calendars for the Finance Roundtable at MidYear Conference and the Finance Forum at Annual Convention to become knowledgeable about the financial status of NSNA. I look forward to seeing you all! If you have any questions or comments or if I can be of assistance to you in any way, please email me at secretary-treasurer@nsna.org. Have a wonderful year!

From Medora S. McGinnis, Imprint Editor and Chair, Image of Nursing Committee

Greetings from Virginia! The NSNA Board of Directors is so excited to work with you this year, our state presidents from around the country. You are an amazing group and dedicated and motivated students, and are the critical link to our membership! We truly hope to foster a strong working relationship with you as we bring our organization closer to the big 60th Anniversary in April 2012, and beyond!

Here are some key points regarding Imprint and Image of Nursing:

· Send us a copy of your state or school newsletter. PDFs can also be emailed. By submitting your newsletters on time, your association is automatically entered into the newsletter contest, but we need to have 3 or more on file for the year.

· Send in your submissions for Imprint magazine! Do you have some exceptional faculty advisors at the state level? How is your state working to foster and increase “image awareness?” Some of our Imprint themes this year include the following: “It’s not the destination, it’s the journey: Career Planning in the 21st Century;” “Life is in the Details: How every choice impacts our future;” “Student Advocacy over the Generations: NSNA’s 60th Anniversary.” We would love to see letters, articles, and submissions from our states and our individual members! Check the Get Published link for these important themes and submission dates.

· Keep our Happenings reporter in the loop! Please send small items about recent activities to our Happenings reporter, Amy Julian, by emailing NSNA@NSNA.org with ATTN: Happenings. It can be a quick note about a recent or upcoming activity, and she will follow up with you for the details.

· Wondering where to begin for a new or revised newsletter? I would love to serve as a resource for you if you have any questions regarding web site or newsletter design, as well as editing questions. One of our goals this year is to create a newsletter template that will be available online! We will be unveiling it at the MidYear Conference as the centerpiece of the Newsletter Workshop, so I hope you will be able to join us. For questions, feel free to contact me at ImprintEditor@NSNA.org, and I look forward to working with you.

From BTN Director Colin D. Tomblin
Hello State Presidents!  I hope you all had a great summer! It is hard to believe the time has already come to start yet another semester. We had an awesome year last year and I am looking forward to working with you this coming year to make it one of the best yet! 

The Breakthrough to Nursing theme for this year is Make a Splash: Dive into Diversity! The goals for this year along with numerous helpful resources can be found on the BTN webpage. We will be updating Breakthrough Institute, a collection of tools used to recruit and retain underrepresented groups in nursing. This is a great resource for Breakthrough to Nursing project ideas. 

I hope to see you all at NSNA’s 29th Annual MidYear Career Planning Conference in Memphis, TN on October 27-30, 2010.  Be sure to attend the Breakthrough to Nursing Seminar at the Midyear Conference.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions or assistance with BTN project ideas at BTNdirector@nsna.org. You can also find me on Facebook. I look forward to hearing from you!

Membership Recruitment

Hello State Presidents! I can hardly believe it's time to start another semester.  I hope your summer was fulfilling and that you were able to schedule time to RELAX and enjoy the sunshine.   This year, the Membership Committee is thrilled to announce our Diamond Anniversary goal of recruiting 60,000 members for our 60th Anniversary!  We know you share our enthusiasm and we can’t wait to work towards this goal with you.  

Of most importance, I hope you have reviewed the updated dues schedule! If not, please click here to determine the dues amount for your state. Please discard all 2010/2011 membership brochures and replace them with the new brochures.  Use the 2011/2012 membership brochure order form to request a supply of new brochures.  The Membership Committee strongly encourages you to invite your fellow students to join online. It's easier than ever now that we have a “join now” button on our homepage. 

The committee would also like to remind you that the NSNA Project InTouch Recruitment contest is a great way to recruit members.  Project InTouch is an influential way for members to share their personal experiences with fellow students, earn great prizes, and assist NSNA in increasing membership.  This year the Membership Committee would like to increase awareness and participation in this recruitment program.  More information and details can be found on the NSNA web site under Membership.

We would also like to encourage you to continue recruiting pre-nursing students.  Pre-nursing students can become associate members of NSNA and have full membership benefits except the ability to hold the office of president or vice president at the state or national level.  Please encourage the pre-nursing students in your state to join!  

I look forward to a wonderful year with you and NSNA. Please contact me if I can be of any assistance to you.  

Margaret Ngai

Membership Committee Chair

vicepresident@nsna.org 

Legislation/Education
Hello and Happy Summer! Our legislation and education committee is excited to work with you this upcoming year. Our theme this year is “Don't just survive - Succeed: Legislation and Education is Your Opportunity to Lead”. As state presidents you are a vital link to helping our NSNA members everywhere realize their potential for leadership in and out of the hospital.

Here are four quick summer tips to dive into our theme to succeed and lead:

1. Check out NSNA’s “Guidelines for Planning Legislative Activities” packet. This will give you the nuts and bolts for legislative process and the foundation for your legislation/education committees.

2. Look over NSNA’s 2011 Resolutions. Which ones are you and your state members passionate about? Where do you want to make a difference? If you see one you want your state to be more involved in or are an author of a resolution who wants help us in implementing your resolution please contact me (directorw@nsna.org). Also start thinking of a resolution you can bring to our annual convention (link) in Pittsburgh! Make sure to use the Guidelines for Planning: Resolutions Handbook (www.nsna.org/Portals/0/Skins/NSNA/pdf/pubs_guide_resolutions.pdf)
3. Get ready for your state’s Get Out the Vote Campaign for September or November 2011. This event put is put on by Legislation/Education Committees nationwide. It ultimately strives to increase member voter registration and member participation in local, state and national legislative issues. See this document to begin your planning : (link to PDF not sure of correct title)
4. Stay in tuned NSNA through Imprint, web, Facebook and our new blog! (www.NSNACentralLine.blogspot.com) I hope you use these many media resources as foundational forums to spark your ideas and share your nursing passions with your NSNA peers, fellow friends and the public.

Thank you so much for your leadership and service!

Sincerely,

Jaclyn T. Coleman, Chair, Legislation/Education Committee
Community Health and Disaster Preparedness
Hello state presidents!  
My name is Rhys Haydon and I will be your Community Health and Disaster Preparedness Committee Chair this year.  What an exciting year we are on the brink of!  As we all know this year marks the 60th year of NSNA and we are all a part of it.
The CHDP Committee is excited to be working hard on implementing the resolutions passed at the Salt Lake City Annual Convention.  We are excited to be able to also work closely with organizations like the American Red Cross to help make more certifications available at the conventions!  We hope that you will promote attendance at these trainings.  Keep your eyes open for articles in Imprint that focus on resolutions as well as the eblasts.

I know what the big question is!  Does CHDP have a Facebook page?

The answer is YES!  Please visit the page and hit your ‘like’ button!

This is a great place to see the latest info, as well as get in touch with CHDP.  Please feel free to contact me at any time and I will do my best to answer your questions.  Let’s have a great year!

Summer Memos

Summer memos for program activities and committees have been sent out by the Board of Directors to designated student leaders.  Memos are now available online for all membership to view.  They are located on individual committee web pages and direct links are provided below.  All summer memos will open in MS Word.  

 

Breakthrough to Nursing® – webpage | memo
Bylaws & Policies – webpage | memo
Community Health / Disaster Preparedness – webpage | memo
Convention & Program Planning – webpage | memo
Global Initiatives in Nursing – webpage | memo
Image of Nursing – webpage | memo
Legislation / Education – webpage | memo
Membership – webpage | memo
Secretaries/Treasurers – memo
The Nominating and Elections Committee seeks NSNA National Leaders!

To: NSNA State Presidents

From: Regine Faucher, NEC Chair 

Encourage leaders in school chapters and your state association to make plans now to attend the 29th Annual MidYear Career Planning Conference in Memphis, TN, October 27-30, 2011. The NEC will be presenting an interactive Running for National Office Workshop at MidYear on Friday, October 28 from 4:15 pm – 5:15 pm, to be repeated on Saturday, October 29 from 3:15 pm – 4:15 pm. The NEC workshop is designed to inform members about the NSNA election process. The NEC will explain the application and pre-slate selection process, campaign regulations, and the election process. Following the Saturday, October 29 NEC MidYear workshop, members of the 2011-2012 NEC will facilitate an informal Roundtable Discussion session from 5:45 pm – 6:45 pm to answer questions about roles, qualifications, and application requirements for positions on the 2012-2013 NSNA Board of Directors and NEC, and to assist chapters seeking to establish their own Nominating and Elections Committee.  

See You in Memphis!

NEC North: Jennifer Duff, NECnorth@nsna.org 

NEC South: Meagan Muellenschlader, NECsouth@nsna.org 

NEC East, Chair:  Regine Faucher, NECeast@nsna.org  

NEC West: Julie Cunningham, NEC west@nsna.org 
State Association Resources:
An area for state association information has been developed on the NSNA website. Click on Publications and look under Chapter Resources. Let me know what other information you would like to see posted.
The Foundation of the NSNA (FNSNA) News:  Please share the information
· The Foundation of the NSNA is pleased to announce that the 2012-13 scholarship application is now available.  The deadline to submit a completed application is Friday, January 13, 2012.  Download an application here.  For further information on scholarships please contact the FNSNA at (718) 210-0705 or email NSNA@nsna.org Attn: Foundation Scholarships.

· Applications for the Marilyn Bagwell Leadership Development Grant are now available.  School clubs or official NSNA chapters wishing to establish or enhance their involvement in NSNA may apply for a $1,000 grant.  For more information or to download an application please click here.

NSNA Membership and NSNA MidYear Career Planning Conference Brochures Are Available

The membership recruitment campaign theme, “Catch the Wave with NSNA," highlights the many benefits and services available exclusively to NSNA members and encourages participation in leadership development.  The new dues schedule became effective July 1, 2011 and remains in effect until June 30, 2012.  

To request a supply of the MidYear Conference brochure and membership brochure, email your request to the nsna@nsna.org ; include quantities, your name and address.
Back-To-School 
An email will be broadcasted to the entire membership and faculty advisors with web links to all the up-to-date NSNA information and valuable tools to help launch membership recruitment and retention campaigns.  The revised Getting the Pieces to Fit 2011/12 will be posted in early September. 
Schools that do not have official NSNA chapters can request Start-a- Chapter information.  If you know of any schools that need help strengthening their chapters or want to start-a-chapter, please contact NSNA Headquarters nsna@nsna.org.  Click here for the NSNA Back-to-School page.
How to Invite an NSNA Board Member to Visit Your State

Did you know that you can invite an NSNA board member to attend your state convention? NSNA allocates a portion of its budget toward sending board members to state conventions. 

Use this form to request an NSNA representative to attend your state convention. 

Requests for field visits are reviewed by the NSNA Executive Committee and should be submitted at least 30 days prior to your meeting. Decisions are based on the availability of a board member, cost, location, and any other considerations mentioned in your request. Please keep in mind that NSNA may not be able to accommodate your request for a specific board member. Also, NSNA board members are expected to attend their own state conventions. States with a national board member should take advantage of the opportunity to invite this official representative from NSNA to bring greetings at the convention.
COSP Communication Schedule
As state presidents, you can expect to hear from the NSNA Board of Directors on a regular basis. Through the COSP Connection, broadcast emails, telephone calls and discussion on www.NSNACentralLine.blogspot.com, the Board hopes to keep the channels of communication open between state presidents and the NSNA Board.  If you do not receive these communications from your NSNA Board contact, please contact Susan Wong at the NSNA office nsna@nsna.org, Attn: Susan.
Share Your Activities Year Round!  The deadline for submissions to the next COSP Connection is September 30, 2011.

For those of you who attended the COSP, you experienced the importance of state presidents sharing their activities and their concerns.  Please submit ongoing activities and concerns that you experience at your state.  These items can be emailed to Susan Wong, nsna@nsna.org, Attn: Susan. 
