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Please Forward to the Newly Elected State President
Greetings from the Council of State Presidents (COSP) Planning Committee Chair
Hello state presidents! I hope all of you are doing well and you are preparing for the MidYear Conference in Cincinnati, OH!  The COSP Planning Committee will be hard at work planning for the COSP meeting at our annual Mid Year Conference and your NSNA Board of Directors has been diligently working on putting together an amazing event.  Your COSP Planning Committee is reviewing the evaluations from Orlando and thanks to your comments and suggestions, the MidYear COSP is sure to be a success!  

First, let me start out by saying what an amazing group of people you have elected to serve as your COSP Committee!  The leadership and talent shown by these individuals are truly inspiring.  Your COSP Planning Committee is here to serve you.  Please contact us if you have any questions.  The committee members include:

Dawn Zimmerman, Kansas Association of Nursing Students (North)

Whitney Smith, Virginia Nursing Students', Association (East)

Amy Mabry, Student Nurses' Association of Arizona (West)

Carylin M. Holsey, NSNA President

As always, the COSP meetings are a great time to network and share your accomplishments and ideas with other state presidents, the COSP Planning Committee, Nominating and Elections Committee (NEC), Resolutions Committee and the NSNA Board of Directors.  We hope that you will come prepared with questions and also be willing to share your ideas and accomplishments with your fellow state presidents.  Please bring with you the completed sharing of accomplishments form and your business cards.  November will be here before you know it! If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at exofficioCOSP@nsna.org  I am looking forward to seeing all of you and I wish you and your state board the best with your association’s endeavors. Watch out Cincinnati, here we come!

Warmest regards,

James Schnittker, Texas Nursing Students' Association (South)
COSP Planning Committee Chair & NSNA Board of Directors Ex-Officio

PS Be on the lookout for the September Live Chat announcement! 
Links: Sharing of Accomplishments Form, COSP Policies and Procedures, and White Elephant Rules
Message from NSNA President
Hello State Presidents! 
I hope everyone is having a very productive and relaxing summer.  As many of us put an end to our summer classes the new academic school year begins.  What an absolutely exciting year for NSNA this promises to be.  

This summer alone has been a very exciting time for NSNA.  Your newly elected NSNA Board of Directors has been working very hard.  In June the Board of Directors met in New York to actively plan for the next amazing year of NSNA activities.  We are off to an amazing start with lots of fresh and exciting projects already planned.  Each committee has strongly focused their committee goals based on resolutions passed in our very own House of Delegates! 

Some of the exciting committee themes are: 

NEW COMMITTEE! Global Initiatives in Nursing Committee -Global Nursing: Forging 

New Frontiers
Newly Combined Committees - Community Health/Disaster Committee - Prevention: 

Education is Empowerment - Preparedness: Education is Empowerment
Legislation/Education Committee - Get Involved: Take Initiative

Breakthrough to Nursing - Nursing: Trailblazing Pathways to Your Future

Image of Nursing Committee - The Great Beyond: Pioneering Professionalism and Exploring New Frontiers

Communication is very important to both State Presidents and NSNA Board of Directors.  Each NSNA board member has been working hard to contact every single state president.  Our goal is to maintain monthly state to board member communication!   If you have not had the pleasure of hearing from an NSNA board member yet, please contact me at president@nsna.org so we can verify that all contact information is updated in our system.  I am looking forward to making new & seeing old friends at the Council of State Presidents events this year.   Please start making arrangements for the NSNA MidYear Conference in Cincinnati, OH.    You will sure want to be a part of what is sure to be an amazing conference.  

Please know that I am always available to each and every single board member and state presidents at any time.  Please do not hesitate to contact me at any time by sending me an email at president@nsna.org.  

Best Wishes, 
Carylin M. Holsey
President


From Secretary-Treasurer Laura Lunsford
Welcome back! I hope everyone had an opportunity to enjoy the summer, whether your days were spent catching up on sleep, traveling, or taking summer classes. I would like to congratulate the newly elected officers that will be serving this coming year.

This is the time of year that we as students begin to think about all those things we need to do in order to prepare for the upcoming academic year. These may include registering for classes, buying books, and of course catching up with our friends. As exciting as all of these things are, we cannot escape the reality of the uncertain economic times we are living in. It continues to impact us all no matter our age, race, demographics, or economic status. Know that the NSNA Board of Directors is committed to continuous monitoring of the organization’s resources.
As you begin your journey as a newly elected Secretary or Treasurer, there are many emotions you may experience. Imagine for a moment, you are waiting in line to ride a roller coaster with a group of your friends. The shorter the line becomes, the more the excitement and anticipation builds. You can feel the energy in the air, with your friends around you sharing past coaster experiences and the experience to come. It is now your groups turn to ride. As your friends pick a seat and get secured, you are told the coaster is full and you must wait for the next one. Your excitement is now replaced with uneasiness, feeling alone and anxious on the platform with people you do not know. 

Now, what does a roller coaster ride have to do with the positions you have been elected to? Simply put, the roller coaster symbolizes the learning curve that we all experience in taking on a new role. It is only natural to feel excited and fully energized as you run for office and become elected, ready to bring ideas on how to make this year the best possible. But be aware that it is not uncommon to feel overwhelmed and feel like you are alone on that roller coaster platform, as you learn the details of your role. 

Have questions?

Know that NSNA is here to guide you in learning your role and responsibilities of Secretary and Treasurer, through resources and educational tools available on the NSNA Secretary/Treasurer website. We have all heard the clichés that “No question is a dumb question” and “If you have a question, someone else probably does too”. Where better to start looking for answers than in the “Frequently Asked Questions” section. Step-by-step guides are available on the NSNA website for the Secretary, Guidelines for Planning: Recording and Corresponding Secretaries with sample minutes, and the Treasurer, Guidelines for Planning: Treasurer’s Handbook that includes information on incorporation and tax exemption. Many other resources are available on the website under the State Association Resource Index.

NEW, Check this out!
NSNA continues to develop new ways to make your role more efficient. Secretaries, a new policy has been implemented allowing submission of your state monthly minutes via email.
· If electronic signatures are acceptable by your state law, submit via email the signed electronic file.

· If electronic signatures are not acceptable by your state law, submit one signed hard copy and email the unsigned electronic file.

 This not only allows savings in postage for your state, but also contributes to efforts to be “green”.

The roles of a Secretary and Treasurer are very important. I would encourage your participation at workshops offered twice, at Mid Year Conference and Annual Convention. These workshops offer a great opportunity to for training and networking for the Secretary, Treasurer, or anyone interested in learning more about the responsibilities of these positions. Please feel free to contact me with questions, concerns or suggestions to Laura Lunsford at Secretary-Treasurer@nsna.org. I look forward to working with you.
From Kindra Scanlon, Imprint Editor and Chair, Image of Nursing Committee

· Send us a copy of your school or state newsletter. PDFs can also be emailed. By getting your newsletters in on time your association is automatically entered into a drawing for the newsletter contest. 

· Send your articles into Imprint magazine! Do you have any mentors at the state level that have helped students? We would love to hear about excellent mentors in your state. How is your state association working to foster and increase compassion for others? Tell us about what your students have learned by working on volunteer projects in your state and how these projects have helped. In addition, what are your students saying about their career path in this economy? Please see the various deadlines in Imprint magazine Get Published for these important topics and more. 
· Keep our Happenings reporter in the loop! Please send small items about recent activities to our new Happenings reporter, Rose Keith, by emailing nsna@nsna.org attn: Happenings.  If you are pressed for time, just send her a quick note about a recent activity (or one coming up) and she will follow up with you for all the details.
· Wondering where to begin in order to design your newsletter? Unsure of how to get your website started or maintain it? I can serve as a resource if you have any website or newsletter design and editing questions. Please do not hesitate to contact me at Imprint Editor.
From BTN Director Reneka Turner
Greetings State Presidents!  We had an awesome year last year and as we come upon the last days of summer, it is time we prepare for another great year.  I am proud of the planning that has taken place with the 2010-2011 Board of Directors.  We have so many magnificent ideas that we hope you will be able to implement in both your state and local chapters.  In particular, the BTN webpage has some exciting new ideas to help bring more passionate professionals into the fabulous career of nursing.   There you should also find highlights from the committee meeting as well as the goals for this year.  

The theme for this year is Nursing:  Trailblazing Pathways to Your Future.  We also developed a collection of tools to assist in the recruitment and retention of underrepresented groups called Breakthrough Institute, which can be found on the BTN webpage.  You can receive credit for your participation in BTN initiatives through Leadership U.  Be sure to check out these exciting new additions to the BTN program.  I hope to see you all at the 28th Annual Midyear Conference in Cincinnati, OH on November 4-7, 2010.  Be sure to attend the BTN seminar at the Midyear Conference.  In addition, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at btndirector@nsna.org.  I am looking forward to hearing from you.   
Membership Recruitment

Hello State Presidents! I can hardly believe it's time to start another semester! I hope you have all had a great summer! I am eager to start this year off as Membership Committee Chair and I hope you are excited about recruiting members to your SNA and NSNA. 

Of most importance, I hope you have reviewed the updated dues schedule! If not, please click here to determine the dues amount for your state. Please discard all 2009/2010 membership brochures and replace them with the new brochures.  Use the 2010/2011 membership brochure order form to request a supply of new brochures.  The Membership Committee strongly encourages you to invite your fellow students to join online. It's easier & quicker.  

The Committee would also like to remind you that the NSNA Project InTouch Recruitment competition is a great way to recruit members.  Project InTouch is an influential way for members to share their personal experiences with fellow students, earn great prizes, and assist NSNA in increasing membership.  This year the Membership Committee would like to increase awareness and participation in this recruitment program.  More information and details can be found on the NSNA website under Membership.

I look forward to a wonderful year with you and NSNA. Please contact me if you have any questions.

Elizabeth Newcomb

Membership Committee Chair

directors@nsna.org



Summer Memos

Memos for program activities and committees are available online for all membership in your state to view.  They are located on individual program web pages and direct links are provided below.  All summer memos will open in MS Word.  Thanks for helping us pass the word to school chapters in your state!
Breakthrough to Nursing® – webpage | memo  
Bylaws & Policies – webpage | memo
Community Health / Disaster Preparedness – webpage | memo
Convention & Program Planning – memo
Global Initiatives in Nursing – webpage | memo
Image of Nursing – webpage | memo
Legislation / Education – webpage | memo
Membership – webpage | memo
The Nominating and Elections Committee seeks NSNA National Leaders!

To: NSNA State Presidents

From: Jeffrey Goodhart, NEC Chair and NEC South

Encourage leaders in school chapters and your state association to make plans now to attend the 28th Annual MidYear Career Planning Conference in Cincinnati, OH, November 4– 7, 2010. The NEC will be presenting an interactive Running for National Office Workshop at MidYear on Friday, November 5 from 4:30 pm – 5:30 pm, to be repeated on Saturday, November 6 from 3:15 pm – 4:15 pm. The NEC workshop is designed to inform members about the NSNA election process. The NEC will explain the application and pre-slate selection process, campaign regulations, and the election process. Following the Saturday, November 6 NEC MidYear workshop, members of the 2010-2011 NEC will facilitate an informal Roundtable Discussion session from 5:45 pm – 6:45 pm to answer questions about roles, qualifications, and application requirements for positions on the 2011-2012 NSNA Board of Directors and NEC, and to assist chapters seeking to establish their own Nominating and Elections Committee.  

See You in Cincinnati!

NEC North: Laurie Holmes, NECnorth@nsna.org 

NEC South, Chair: Jeffrey Goodhart, NECsouth@nsna.org 

NEC East:  Colleen Brophy, NECeast@nsna.org  

NEC West: Evan McCord, NEC west@nsna.org 
State Association Resources:
An area for state association information has been developed on the NSNA website. Click on Publications and look under Chapter Resources. Let me know what other information you would like to see posted.
NSNA Membership and MidYear Conference Brochures Are Available

The membership recruitment campaign theme, “Catch the Wave with NSNA," highlights the many benefits and services available exclusively to NSNA members and encourages participation in leadership development.  The new dues schedule became effective July 1, 2010 and remains in effect until June 30, 2011.  

To request a supply of the MidYear Conference brochure and membership brochure, email your request to the nsna@nsna.org ; include quantities, your name and address.
Back-To- School 
An email will be broadcasted to the entire membership and faculty advisors with web links to all the up-to-date NSNA information and valuable tools to help launch membership recruitment and retention campaigns.  The revised Getting the Pieces to Fit 2010/11 will be posted in early September. 
Schools that do not have official NSNA chapters can request Start-a- Chapter information.  If you know of any schools that need help strengthening their chapters or want to start-a-chapter, please contact NSNA Headquarters nsna@nsna.org.  Click here for the NSNA Back-to-School page.
How to Invite an NSNA Board Member to Visit Your State

Did you know that you can invite an NSNA board member to attend your state convention? NSNA allocates a portion of its budget toward sending board members to state conventions. 

Use this form to request an NSNA representative to attend your state convention. 

Requests for field visits are reviewed by the NSNA Executive Committee and should be submitted at least 30 days prior to your meeting. Decisions are based on the availability of a board member, cost, location, and any other considerations mentioned in your request. Please keep in mind that NSNA may not be able to accommodate your request for a specific board member. Also, NSNA board members are expected to attend their own state conventions. States with a national board member should take advantage of the opportunity to invite this official representative from NSNA to bring greetings at the convention.
COSP Communication Schedule
As state presidents, you can expect to hear from the NSNA Board of Directors on a regular basis. Through the COSP Connection, broadcast emails, telephone calls, live chats and discussion forums on the Leadership U website (request the special state presidents login instructions), the Board hopes to keep the channels of communication open between state presidents and the NSNA Board.  If you do not receive these communications from your NSNA Board contact, please contact Susan Wong at the NSNA office nsna@nsna.org, Attn: Susan.
Share Your Activities Year Round!
For those of you who attended the COSP, you experienced the importance of state presidents sharing their activities and their concerns.  Please submit ongoing activities and concerns that you experience at your state.  These items can be emailed to Susan Wong, nsna@nsna.org, Attn: Susan. 

The deadline for submissions to the next COSP Connection is September 30, 2010.






