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Happy Holidays everyone!  I hope you all had a successful and productive fall semester!  I hope all of your studying for finals brought you the grades you desired.  The MidYear Career Planning Conference in Memphis, TN was a huge success.  I would like to thank each of you who attended.  I had the opportunity to meet and speak with so many great people.  It was very exciting to hear about the phenomenal projects being implemented throughout the different states.  Additionally, I would like to especially thank those who participated in the BTN Seminar and the BTN Roundtable Discussion at the MidYear Conference.  Many of you had insightful questions and I am very excited about the BTN projects being developed. 

There are several resources on the BTN Webpage to assist you with developing projects in your chapter. Make sure you check out the “Breakthrough Institute.”  This set of tools will give you ideas of projects you can implement in your schools and community.  The BTN Committee will release a revised “Breakthrough Institute” in the spring.  We would love your feedback.  It is very important to us that we produce ideas that help you develop successful programming for your targeted population. 

I strongly encourage each and every chapter to submit for the BTN awards that will be presented at the 60th Annual Conference this year in Pittsburgh, PA. There will be two $100 awards given out this academic year.  An award will be issued to the top state and school BTN project. You can find more information about award criteria and submission in the Awards & Honors Booklet. The deadline to submit your project is March 16, 2012.  The btn committee is looking forward to reading all of your submissions!

If you have not already, please submit changes to chapter and state BTN directors/chairs to NSNA. This can be done online by updating your membership profile.  We are trying to facilitate a sharing platform for use by this group. Be sure to join me on Facebook to stay up-to-date with current BTN activities! 

Don’t forget to start planning for the NSNA 60th Anniversary Convention and Alumni Reunion in Pittsburgh, PA from April 11-15, 2012.  We have so many exciting things planned for you this year.  This is sure to be an unforgettable convention and I hope that you can be a part of it!  The BTN committee is hard at work to ensure you have a remarkable seminar. Be on the lookout for BTN articles in future issues of Imprint!

Please feel free to contact me at BTNdirector@nsna.org if you have any questions about Breakthrough to Nursing or if you have any issues in implementing your BTN projects.  I am here to help you and I look forward to hearing from you soon.  I hope to see each and every one of you in Pittsburgh this April! 

Have a great holiday break and a wonderful New Year!

Colin D. Tomblin
Breakthrough to Nursing Director,
National Student Nurses’ Association
BTNdirector@nsna.org 

