NSNA® Legislation/Education Committee

Summer Memo

 

To:

Legislation/Education Directors/Chairs
From:
Jaclyn T. Coleman, NSNA Director and Chair, Legislation/Education Committee, directorw@nsna.org 
Re: 

Look to Lead!




Date:

July 20, 2011
Happy summer! I hope all of you hardworking nursing students are enjoying the sunshine this season! I am so grateful for the opportunity to serve you as NSNA’s Legislation/Education Committee chair. I look forward to meeting and working with as many of you as possible. To stay up to date on current Legislation/Education nursing issues and our progress on resolutions, be sure to frequently check my nsna webpage and my facebook page. 
Our theme this year is “Don't Just Survive – Succeed: Legislation and Education is Your Opportunity to Lead.” This year I hope to emphasize our potential as student nurses. We are not just advocates once we step into hospital rooms, but instead we are constant leaders locally and nationally. As you can see from the relentless headlines and debates, healthcare is on everyone’s mind. I invite you to familiarize yourself with the future of nursing campaign based on the recent report entitled “The Future of Nursing: Leading Change, Advancing Health” published by the Institute of Medicine.  Essentially it places nurses at the pinnacle for leading and implementing needed changes to deliver high-quality, patient centered care to all Americans. 

This June, I attended the NSNA Board Meeting in New York City. The Big Apple whetted my appetite to follow my dreams for NSNA, despite the fact that it is truly The City that Never Sleeps!

Through our goals, resolutions and dreams for NSNA I hope to inspire you to help heal humankind one by one: one vote, one resolution, one research project, one patient at a time. But the most important “one” in this chain is YOU – you can dream big! As student nurses we have the potential to make a difference! Meanwhile our committee will strive to provide you with the tools, education, and up-to-date legislative information so you can stay involved in legislative issues and evidence-based nursing research. 

Six Quick Tips to Dive into our Dream to Succeed and Lead
1. Check out NSNA’s “Guidelines for Planning Legislative Activities.” This will give you the nuts and bolts for legislative process and the foundation for your legislation/education committee.  The 2011-2012 version will be updated in August.
2. Look over NSNA’s 2011 Resolutions. Which ones are you passionate about? Where do you want to make a difference? If you see one you want to be more involved in or are an author of a resolution who wants to help us implement your resolution please contact me (directorw@nsna.org). If you don’t see any resolutions that you are passionate about or have an issue you want to bring to NSNA start working on your own resolution. Use the guidelines for planning: resolutions handbook to get started 
3. Get ready for your Get Out the Vote Campaign for September 2011. This event is put on by Legislation/Education Committees nationwide. It ultimately strives to increase member voter registration and member participation in local, state and national legislative issues. 
4. Make sure you and your members have access to Imprint – NSNA’s magazine for student nurses. Contact the receptionist at NSNA via the internet or phone at www.nsna.org or 718-210-0705 if you don’t currently receive this great resource.  

5. Help NSNA reach its 60,000 member goal by the  60th Anniversary at the annual convention in Pittsburgh, PA from April 11 - 15, 2012. Plan to attend today! 
6. Stay in tune to our leg/ed webpage, facebook page, blog, and email (directorw@nsna.org). I hope you use these many media resources as foundational forums to spark your ideas and share your nursing passions with your NSNA peers, fellow friends and the public. 

So this summer dream big, but don’t sleep on your chance to succeed and lead! Utilize this time to get ahead, to make goals and plan activities that will help increase awareness of current health care legislation and evidence-based nursing research and its effect on the nursing profession and the public's well-being. 
The 2010 – 2011 Legislation/Education Committee members are, Director and Chair, Jaclyn T. Coleman, members Megan K. Seston, Secretary/Treasurer and Miranda McNicoll, Director. 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions or for help with projects at directorW@nsna.org. We invite you to attend the 29th annual midyear career planning conference in  memphis, tn October 27 – 30, 2011. Come join the Legislation/Education Committee Roundtable Discussions on Saturday, October 29, 2011from 5:45 – 6:45 pm to share your ideas and learn from other student leaders. See you there!
