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Hello from the Community Health and Disaster Preparedness Committee!  The committee is made up of Miranda McNicoll, Jaclyn Coleman and me, Rhys Haydon.  I hope this memo finds you relaxing this summer, while preparing for the upcoming semester.  The CHDP committee is excited to be working on this year’s theme “Community Health and Disaster Preparedness: Preparing Today for Tomorrow.”  Please visit our nsna webpage to view the current goals for 2011-2012 and follow the links to the guidelines for planning both community health as well as disaster preparedness projects in your own chapters.  A new form of communication is the chdp facebook page.  This is a quick and easy way to keep you up to date with CHDP events and info.

Let’s begin!  This is going to be an exciting year and I hope that you all take as many opportunities as possible. Please get involved and if you run into any speed bumps we are here to help you overcome them. I would like to share our goals for this year:

· Implement and promote the community health and disaster preparedness resolutions adopted by the 2011 House of Delegates that pertain to CHDP. 

· Continue to promote the NIMS Certification by increasing awareness and facilitating access.

· Increase the number of disaster prepared nursing students by promoting American Red Cross National Student Nurse Programs at the state and national level.

CHDP has chosen to begin by focusing on the following four resolutions passed at the Salt Lake City convention.  If you have any questions or would like more information on these resolutions please contact me at directorn@nsna.org.  Look for articles in upcoming Imprint issues as well as fact sheets covering other resolutions.  

· In Support Of Increased Research And Education On Eating Disorders Through The Freed Act

· In Support Of Increasing Awareness And Identification Of Physical And/Or Mental Abuse Related To Hazing Through Utilization Of a Screening Tool By Health Care Providers

· In Support Of Adoption Of Screening For Severe Combined Immune Deficiency  To Every States' Core Panel Of Disorders For Newborn Screenings

· In Support Of Increased Awareness Of Parental Education Methods Related To The Prevention Of Childhood Obesity 

Get Excited and Get Involved with This Year’s CHDP Awards!

Community Health Project Awards: 
· Award focuses on the development and implementation of community service at the local, state, and national level.  Please refer to the NSNA Awards & Honors Booklet for full details, how to apply, as well as the awards and prizes!  

Disaster Preparedness Awards: 
· Award focuses on how a state or school raises awareness of its disaster plan, or develops plans for disaster response at the school, local, state, or national level.  

**Bonus points are given for participating NSNA members who have completed either NIMS or Red Cross disaster certification courses, please see CHDP webpage for links to information on these opportunities.  Note: Copies of the NIMS or Red Cross certificates must be attached to the application

We want to encourage you to be a leader and get your school and state more involved!  Remember that Midyear convention in Memphis is quickly approaching; this is an excellent opportunity to get new members excited about nursing.  I encourage you to look for CHDP focus sessions and I hope to see you there!  Contact me with any questions.  The CHDP committee is looking forward to a great year!

