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Hello Breakthrough to Nursing Directors/Chairs! I hope this summer has been enjoyable and that you feel prepared for the upcoming semester. It was an honor to speak with you all during the Breakthrough to Nursing Seminar at the Annual Convention this past April in Salt Lake City. 

I would like to congratulate each of you on a remarkable year. The projects submitted for awards were extraordinary and the effort put forth to promote the mission of Breakthrough to Nursing (BTN) is extremely appreciated.  I am excited to serve as your breakthrough to nursing director and Chair of the BTN Committee. I cannot wait to see the creative, inspiring, and meaningful projects you submit this year.  I know you will continue to encourage people to consider nursing as a potential career path.  This is going to be a fantastic year and I look forward to working and speaking with each of you. 

This past June, I attended the NSNA Board of Directors Meeting in New York City. The 2011-2012 breakthrough to nursing committee theme is Make a Splash: Dive into Diversity! The BTN Committee members are Medora S. McGinnis, imprint editor and Chelsea E. Nye, nsna director.  We have been working hard to plan and implement the goals for this year and they are: 

1. Revise and Promote “Breakthrough Institute” as a collection of tools to assist in the recruitment, education, and retention of underrepresented groups. 

2. Encourage involvement in Breakthrough to Nursing initiatives and increase the number of states with Breakthrough to Nursing committees. 

3. Publish and update information on Breakthrough to Nursing programs, initiatives, and strategies.

4. Address and promote resolutions passed in the 2011 House of Delegates pertaining to Breakthrough to Nursing.
Please check out the nsna btn committee webpage for project resources. “breakthrough institute” is currently being revised and the updated document will be available later this year. We will be awarding $100 to the top state and top school BTN project at next year’s 60th annual convention in Pittsburgh, PA from April 11 – April 15, 2012.
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or for help with projects at btndirector@nsna.org. You can also find and “like” my page on facebook to stay in touch. I hope to see each of you at the 29th annual midyear conference in Memphis, TN from October 27 – October 30, 2011. 

See you there!

