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Hello, Legislation/Education Directors/Chairs! The fall semester is upon us. I hope you had a marvelous summer. It is now election season. NSNA would like you to continue to support the Get Out To Vote Campaign.  See below for updates on current legislation, research and our resolution implementation. Remember our theme, “Don't Just Survive – Succeed: Legislation and Education is Your Opportunity to Lead.” I would love to hear what your committees are doing to lead in your community! (directorw@nsna.org) and Facebook link) 
JOIN the NSNA GOTV CAMPAIGN through November
The committee asks you and your chapter to participate in the 2011 NSNA voter registration and get-out-the-vote (gotv) campaign through November.  State associations and school chapters that participate will receive a certificate and be recognized nationally on the website. Click here for the Application for the Certificate which can be found on the Legislation Education Program Activities page on the NSNA website.   

Legislative Action Alert and Educational Opportunities 
For up to the minute information on nursing and healthcare policy check out the American Nurses Association Governmental Affairs web site at www.nursingworld.org, the National League for Nursing’s Public Policy area at www.NLN.org, and the American Association of Colleges of Nursing’s Governmental and Legislators area at www.aacn.nche.edu.

New Research Updates
· We can prevent over 50% of adverse drug reactions, study finds. 
· Strict infection prevention: hand hygiene, measures to prevent ventilator-associated pneumonia and adherence to central-line catheter guidelines helped reduce patient deaths by 2 % and hospital stays by an average of two days.   
· Children's hospitalizations for MRSA increase by more than 100% since 2000 according to a Academic Pediatrics study. 

These updates came from ANA SmartBriefs. They are great, free resource to help you stay informed! 
Health Care Reform- Do you know what is going on? 
The Department of Health and Human Services has a consumer focused website to help individuals understand the new law.  http://www.healthcare.gov/ 
Update on Implementing NSNA 2010 Resolutions

As always, our committee work for this year focuses on the needs of NSNA members, informed by resolutions adopted by the NSNA House of Delegates. Our Legislation/Education Committee was assigned to help implement 2011 NSNA Resolutions 2,7,4,9,17,19,27,29,32, and 33, You can find a copy of the these resolutions on the NSNA web site under Resolutions at www.nsna.org   
update on 2011 resolution #2: IN SUPPORT OF INCREASED AWARENESS OF ROSA’S LAW WHICH CHANGES THE TERM “MENTALLY RETARDED” TO “INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY”
Go here http://www.r-word.org/ to join the pledge to “Spread the Word to End the R-Word.

Recently the Pennsylvanian State Senate unanimously approved Senate Bill 458 to replace the “R Word” with “Intellectual Disabilities” in state use. “Words do matter. They can either convey disrespect and ignorance or respect and understanding,” said Senator Andy Dinniman. As student nurses we definitely can apply this principle to all of our patient interactions! See a more in depth article here. 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions or for help with projects at directore@nsna.org. We invite you to attend the 29th annual midyear career planning conference in Memphis, TN from October 27 - 30, 2011. Check out the mid-year brochure here.  
Plan now to come join the Legislation/Education Committee Roundtable Discussions on Saturday, October 29, 2011 from 5:45pm – 6:45pm to share your ideas and learn from other student leaders. See you there!
