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Hello, Legislation/Education Directors/Chairs!  I hope that this summer has treated you well and that you feel prepared for the upcoming semester. I am so excited to be serving as your Legislation/Education Committee Chair and look forward to working with each of you.

This June, I attended the NSNA Board Meeting in New York City. The 2010 – 2011 Legislation/Education Committee members are Elizabeth Newcomb, Director, and Kelsey Scanlon, Vice President.  We met in New York to plan and begin implementing committee goals for the year ahead. 

Get Connected with NSNA and Get Involved

The 2010-2011 Legislation/Education Committee theme is “Get Involved: Take Initiative!”  We will strive to provide NSNA members with tools, education, and up-to-date legislative information to increase awareness and membership participation in issues that are important to student nurses and to strengthen NSNA’s voice in healthcare and education legislation. Effective communication will be crucial to meeting these goals and so we ask you to work with us to enhance communication this year between all Legislation/Education Chairs in both your state association and your school chapters. Please go to the NSNA website to update your existing membership profile and check the box indicating you are interested in and involved in Legislation/Education information. This will connect us directly together for our important work ahead. 

Providing the information you’ll need to make a difference in your chapter is NSNA’s job.  An important resource for your chapter, the 2010-2011 Guidelines for Planning Legislation/Education Programs, is currently being updated and will be available soon on the NSNA website.  Taking the Initiative is your work for the months ahead….. so let’s begin!

JOIN the NSNA September GOTV CAMPAIGN

The committee asks you and your chapter to participate in the 2010 NSNA voter registration and get-out-the-vote (gotv) campaign in September.  State associations and school chapters that participate will receive a certificate and be recognized nationally on the website.  

We have updated the legislation/education committee web page to provide new tools and easier access to important information. We are activating a new section of the web page in August called Legislative Action Alert. Here members will find up-to-date legislative information on issues important to nursing students and supporting NSNA policies informed by resolutions adopted over the past 10 years. Legislative Action Alert will contain links to contact information for your congressional representatives, sample form letters that can be quickly sent to add your voice as Congressional policy is developed. 

Update on Implementing NSNA 2010 Resolutions

As always, our committee work for this year focuses on the needs of NSNA members, informed by resolutions adopted by the NSNA House of Delegates. Our Legislation/Education Committee was assigned to help implement 2010 NSNA Resolutions # 1, # 11, # 14, # 15, and # 21. This section of my quarterly Memos (summer, fall, winter, and spring) will provide updates.   

update on 2010 resolution #11: In Support of Increasing Culturally Competent Education About Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender (LGBT) Individuals  

President Obama Directs HRSA to Review and Recommend Actions by November
SUBJECT: Respecting the Rights of Hospital Patients to Receive Visitors and to Designate Surrogate Decision Makers for Medical Emergencies

At convention in Orlando, Resolution #11 was adopted that supports increased awareness of the health care disparities that Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgendered (LGBT) patients face and supports increased cultural competency of nurses who provide their care. on april 15, 2010, President Obama directed the Health Resources and Service Administration (HRSA) to perform a review of the disparities and issues that the LBGT community faces in relation to hospital visitation, medical decision making and other issues. Upon reviewing these areas, HRSA is to create a report to provide recommendations on actions that can be taken to improve conditions for this population. When the report is available we will provide a link in future Memos.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions or for help with projects at directore@nsna.org. We invite you to attend the 28th annual midyear career planning conference in cincinnati, oh from November 4 – November 7, 2010. Come join the Legislation/Education Committee Roundtable Discussions on Saturday, November 6 from 5:45 – 6:45 pm to share your ideas and learn from other student leaders. See you there!
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