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Nursing:  Trailblazing Pathways to Your Future
Date:

July 26, 2010
I would first like to congratulate each of you on a spectacular year.  The projects submitted for awards were outstanding and the effort put forth to promote the mission of Breakthrough to Nursing (BTN) is greatly appreciated.  I am excited to see the innovative, inspiring, and impactful projects you submit this year.  I know you will continue to encourage people to consider nursing as a potential career path.  This is going to be a phenomenal year and I am looking forward to working and speaking with each of you. 

This past June, I had the opportunity to attend the NSNA Board of Directors meeting in New York.  It was an exciting time!  The breakthrough to nursing committee consists of Elizabeth Newcomb, NSNA Director and Bobby Schnittker, Ex-Officio and Chair, COSP Planning Committee.  We have been working hard to plan the platform for this year.  The theme is Nursing:  Trailblazing Pathways to Your Future.   

The goals for this year include:


1. Develop and promote “Breakthrough Institute” as a collection of tools to assist in the recruitment, education, and retention of underrepresented groups.


2.  Work with Council of State Presidents (COSP) to encourage involvement in BTN initiatives.


3.  Publish a column in imprint updating students about BTN activities.

We will also continue to promote the following initiatives:


1.  Use of the blueprint presented at the 2009 MidYear Conference.


2.  Promotion of global health in nursing.


3.  Increase awareness for the need for more minority nurse educators.

Please check out the nsna btn webpage. We will give out two $100 BTN awards for the top state and school BTN project.  Check out the nsna awards and honors booklet (to be updated in mid to late summer).  

I hope to see you all at this year’s midyear conference in cincinnati, ohio nov. 4-7, 2010.  I hope we can all come together and share ideas and projects.  Please continue to check the BTN page on the NSNA web site for updates and activities.  

